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Thirty-four Nease High School students will make up the cast of “Bye Bye Birdie,” which is scheduled for Nov. 2, 3 and 5. The popular musical will 
be the first performance of the school year for the theater program. See more on page 31.
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Tony Hale stars in “The Mysterious Benedict Society,” 
premiering its second season Wednesday on Disney+.

‘Mysterious Benedict Society’ 
— Nefarious scheme threatens 

the world

4 x 3” ad

October 20 - 26, 2022

1 x 4” ad

1 x 3” ad

PONTE VEDRARARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

PONTE VEDPONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARARARA

Recorder EXTRA!entertainment
THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Photo provided by Future Home Loans

Philip Barry and Ryan Proffitt, Mortgage Brokers at Future Home Loans. Read more on page 2.

A unique approach to A unique approach to 
achieving homeownershipachieving homeownership

October 20 - 26, 2022October 20 - 26, 2022

I’ll combine your 
home & auto. You save.
It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, Agent
Bus: 904-834-7312
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment 

EXTRA featuring TV listings,
 streaming information, 

puzzles and more! 

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

Pre-order your 
2023 Emira today.

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

Voted 2022 
Best Chiropractor

~ and ~
Dr. Erika Hamer

Best Boss

2022

of Ponte Vedra

����������������

PonteVedraRecorder.com

October 20, 2022
Volume 53, No. 51

75 cents

Not your average 
newspaper, not your 

average reader.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · October 20, 20222   COMMUNITY NEWS

PUZZLE SOLUTIONSINSIDE
One of Us
Page 6

Business Weekly
Pages 39-42

In the Arts 
Page 43-44

Sports 
Pages 45-46

Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

BRIEFS
Program to address essential tremor

Have you been diagnosed with, or suspect 
you have, essential tremor? A program to 
address the condition will be held from 10:30 
a.m. to noon Oct. 25 at the Council of Aging 
Center at Flagler Health+ Village at Nocatee, 
351 Town Plaza Ave., Suite 205 in Ponte 
Vedra.

Alaine Keebaugh, Ph.D., will discuss treat-
ment options for people living with essential 
tremor. Keebaugh has an extensive back-
ground studying movement disorders. She will 
share resources available through JaxHope 
and the latest options for controlling “ET.” A 
Q&A session will follow the presentation.

Register by email at pbrunell@stjohnscoa.
com or by calling 904-819-3234.

Bargain Booksale going on now at Ponte 
Vedra Library

The “Friends Fall” Bargain Booksale will be 
held through Oct. 31 in the Ponte Vedra Beach 
Branch Library’s foyer, during the library’s 
hours of operation. Hours are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday; 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Thursday and Friday; and 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday.

There will be books for all ages, DVDs, 
music CDs and audiobook CDs. All proceeds 
go back to the library in the form of enhance-
ments. Only cash and checks will be accepted 
for payment.

The library is located at 101 Library Blvd., 
Ponte Vedra Beach.

Beach cleanup is Saturday at Guana 
reserve

There will be a beach cleanup Saturday, 
Oct. 22, at Guana Tolomato Matanzas Nation-
al Estuarine Research Reserve. It runs from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Participants should meet 
at the GTM Research Reserve Visitor Center, 
505 Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra Beach. 
Gloves and trash bags will be provided. Par-
ticipants will be directed to a specific beach 
for cleanup. Hat, insect repellent, water and 
sunscreen are recommended.

Beach cleanups are held on the fourth Satur-
day of every month.

For further information email Candace.
Killian@FloridaDEP.gov or go to gtmnerr.org/
visit/events.

Leadership St. Johns accepting applica-
tions

Applications to participate in Leadership St. 
Johns are being accepted now.

Participants are selected through an annual 
application process, led by a selection com-
mittee comprised of Leadership St. Johns 
alumni and Chamber leaders. The average 
class size is about 24 and represents a broad 
array of skill sets, geography, professions and 
talents. Leadership St. Johns strives to create 
a diverse group of community leaders from 
business, government, education and nonprofit 
organizations throughout St. Johns County. 

Each applicant must submit this application 
and answer several short questions. 

The application deadline is 5 p.m. Nov. 17.
The selection committee will review the 

applications, and applicants will be notified of 
their status by Dec. 5.

For further information, go to sjcchamber.
com/leadership-st.-johns.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm 
Valley Community Center, 148 Canal Road. 
The market offers fresh produce, baked goods, 
local honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, 
plants and more.

Ascension St. Vincent plans Trunk or Treat 
Boo Bash

Ascension St. Vincent’s St. Johns invites the 
community to a free Trunk or Treat Boo Bash 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Oct. 30 at 205 Trinity Way, 
St. Johns. This is a safe and fun way to trick 
or treat from trunk to trunk in a festive, family 
atmosphere. There will be free candy, prizes, 
food trucks and more. Costumes are encour-
aged as there will be a costume contest for all 
ages up to 12 years old. Don’t forget your treat 
bucket. Free flu vaccines will also be offered 
to the public at this event.

Vicar’s Landing Boutique Sale set for Nov. 1
The Vicar’s Landing November Boutique 

Sale will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 
1 at 1000 Vicar’s Landing Way. The three-
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Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®

904.334.3104 cell
Sarah@SarahAlexander.net
www.BeachesHomes.com

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®

904.553.2032 cell
Elizabeth@ElizabethHudgins.com

www.BeachesHomes.com

Exceptional Views in Sawgrass Country Club
This beautifully updated  home is located in Sandpiper Cove in  

Sawgrass CC. Located at the end of a cul-de-sac on an exceptional lot, 
the home features spectacular water to golf views with SE exposure. 

Built for year-round outdoor living with both a winter lanai with 
fireplace off the living room and a summer lanai off the family room 

with pool, spa and summer kitchen. Easy flow floorplan with large living 
room, spacious cook’s kitchen, and den with built-in bookshelves and 

wet bar. Owner’s suite and guest room on 1st floor  
and 3rd bedroom on 2nd floor with full bath. 

3 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 1 Half Bath,    
$2,150,000

Luxury Intracoastal Estate
Leave the world behind! Drive down the beautifully landscaped 

drive to the private 4+ acre waterfront estate you get to call 
home. Custom-built with privacy, security and sustainability, this 
10,956sq. ft. home is truly a work of art. Stunning and expansive 
eastern views of the Intracoastal Waterway with 160 ft. of water 
frontage and fully equipped for year-round outdoor living with a 
25,000-gallon salt chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock, and boat lift. 
Come enjoy unrivaled privacy just minutes away from the world 

renowned Mayo Clinic and Atlantic Ocean. 
 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, 

$7,995,000

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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285-4625
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS

www.treemastersflorida.com

Don’t Wait Until It’s 
Too Late

Hurricane season is here!
Dead trees and limbs need to be removed 
before a storm approaches. Call us today!

Complete Professional 
Tree Care

Aerial Lifts • Cranes • Chippers
Stumps • Debris Removal

hour sale features framed art, designer 
and costumer jewelry, household items 
and furnishings and highlights for the 
coming holiday season. The public is 
welcome.

Beginning at the entrance of Vicar’s 
Landing/Sawgrass, signs will show the 
way to the three sale areas. The Vicar’s 
Employee Scholarship Fund receives 
all of the proceeds. Cash or checks only 
please.

Contact Rose Murdock at 891-1777 

or Ginny Elliott at 608-6198 for more 
information.  

Second Immersive Dining Experience 
is Nov. 6

On Oct. 2, the link hosted its first Im-
mersive Dining Experience inside the 
Flagler Health+ 360 Immersive Studio. 
Chef Ashley Amin, co-owner of Fusion 
Food Truck, was featured. She prepared 
an Indian fusion meal for an intimate 
crowd of 32 people. Amin described each 
of the five courses as they were being 
served.

The next Immersive Dining Experi-
ence will be on Nov. 6, featuring Wesley 

Nogueria from Kloe’s Kitchen. Nogueria 
is a native of Brazil and was raised in 
Philadelphia. At a young age, he was 
fond of the kitchen and followed his 
mother and her friends around as they 
cooked Filipino dishes. At 15, he moved 
to Jacksonville, where he later worked in 
local restaurants until deciding to pursue 
a culinary career. Today, through his 
catering company, he serves an eclectic 
cuisine.

This dinner will feature Italian cuisine 
from various regions. Attendees should 
expect a five-course meal with wine 
service. Space is limited, so reserve seats 
now. Go to www.app.thelink.zone/tab/

event/today and scroll down to Immer-
sive Dining Experience.

Holiday Craft Fair set for Nov. 6
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 233 

is planning a Holiday Craft Fair from 9 
a.m. to noon Nov. 6 at 560 N. Wilderness 
Trail, Ponte Vedra. There will be products 
from Tastefully Simple, Sentsy and Mary 
Kay; homemade crafts; custom tumblers; 
jewelry and much more. Breakfast will be 
served from 9 to 11 a.m. (or until it runs 
out) for $10.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Briefs
Continued from 2
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   @PXGWMPC • @ECWPGT • #AINTNOMINITOUR • #MAKEGOLFYOURTHING

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS @ PXGWMPC.COM

TIME TO TAKE IT TO THE

NEXT LEVEL

Professional Women’s Golf Returns to Northeast Florida!
WITNESS THE NEXT LPGA STARS

Generation W Links to Leadership Summit  |  Charity Pro Am  |  Junior Clinic

TICKETS ONLY $10
PROCEEDS GO TO

 
INK

INVESTING IN KIDS

P R I M A R Y  L O G O  -  F U L L  C O L O R AN OFFICIAL 

ECWPGT EVENT

WORLD GOLF VILLAGE
NOVEMBER 1 - 6SCAN FOR

ADMISSION &
VOLUNTEERING

MEDIA & HOSPITALITY PARTNERS

INK
INVESTING IN KIDS

P R I M A R Y  L O G O  -  F U L L  C O L O R

OFFICIAL CHARITY

FOUNDING PARTNERS
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NOW
Showing  

on  
Harbortown 

Marina!
Life is easy in this one-of-a kind 3br/office/media room waterfront townhome. It 
has every imaginable extra, from remote window coverings to an amazing office 
with wood and leather surfaces to extraordinary tiles & wall coverings and much 

more, all integrated to create an incredibly relaxing home on the water.  
50’ boat slip available separately. $1,299,000.

904.382.5875
clare@clareberry.realtor

Jacksonville Business Journal 2020
#3 realtor in ne Fl

Five star “Best in client satisFaction” 2005-2021

Clare Berry

• Sunset Cruises • EcoTours
• Customized private charters 

 for all occasions

St. Augustine, FL

Cruises Available 
for individual 

guests and private
 group charters.

St. Augustine, FL

 group charters.
63’ Custom Power Catamaran

Affordability of homes in St. Johns County lowest in region
By Shaun Ryan

 
The housing market in Northeast 

Florida showed a small decrease in prices 
in September, which is not unusual in 
autumn.

Despite this decrease, month-to-month 
days on the market, active inventory and 
months of supply are trending upward, 
according to the Northeast Florida As-
sociation of Realtors.

The median price for single-family 
homes dipped 2.6% to a median of 
$380,000. At the same time, the Housing 
Affordability Index for the region fell 
4.2% to 69. In this index, the higher the 
number, the greater the affordability.

 
Study praises St. Johns County

A recent study by United Kingdom-
based price comparison website money.
co.uk has listed St. Johns County the 
seventh best place in the United States 
to purchase a forever home. Factored 
into the analysis are school ratings, life 
expectancy, average cost of electricity, 
number of violent crimes and average 

annual earnings.
St. Johns County might well deserve 

the acknowledgement bestowed by the 
study, however, statistics reported in the 
study differ slightly from those of other 
sources.

The study reports St. Johns County 
schools have a grade of A+. The grade 
actually given by the state Department of 
Education is an A.

Average annual earnings is listed as 
$73,944. The U.S. Census reports the per 
capita income over the past 12 months 
at $43,433 and the median household 
income at $83,803.

Life expectancy is listed as 81.8. Ac-
cording to the state Health Department, 
life expectancy in 2019 – the last year 
for which numbers are available – was 
between 80.5 and 81.1 (for males, 77.7 
and 78.6; females, 83.1 and 83.9).

Average electricity cost per kWh is 
11.91 cents, which is corroborated by 
other sources.

The biggest differences between the 
study and other sources is in the number 
of violent crimes and the average price of 

a house.
The study lists violent crimes per 

100,000 population at 509. However, the 
state of Florida puts that number at 143.9 
for 2020, the last year for which numbers 
are available. The disparity might be 
explained as a difference in the definition 
of what constitutes a violent crime or 
else some independent analysis of crimes 
committed after 2020.

The study lists the average price of a 
home in St. Johns County at $326,300. 
According to the Northeast Florida As-
sociation of Realtors, the median price of 
a single-family home in September was 
$561,495, representing a 1.2% increase 
over August. Though median is not the 
same as average, one would not expect 
to see this great a gulf between numbers. 
That said, it is possible the study did not 
have access to the latest figures as did the 
association.

 
St. Johns County: A closer look

The price of a home only tells a part 
of the story. An important statistic is 
the county’s affordability index, which 

dropped 6% in September to 47, demon-
strating that St. Johns County remains the 
least affordable area to live in the region.

Those selling their homes will find 
that median days on the market have 
increased 34.3% to 36 as compared to 
August.

New listings dropped 12.2% to 584. 
Active inventory increased 6.7% to 1,291 
homes, resulting in a three- to nine-month 
supply.

The average rent for an average-sized 
apartment of 1,034 square feet was 
$1,924.

 
Duval County

The price of a home dipped slightly in 
September to a median $335,000. The af-
fordability index dropped 3.7% to 79.

Median days on the market was 35. 
New listings rose slightly to 1,569. 
Active inventory was 2,565 homes, an 
increase of 15%, resulting in a 3.2-month 
supply.

The average rent for an average-sized 
apartment of 1,034 square feet was 
$1,530.
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Jeri Millard

When Jeri Millard found herself unhappy with the health care she was receiving for her breast cancer several years ago, she moved 
from California to Northeast Florida. It was a decision she never regretted, calling this area a medical Mecca. Today, she runs In The 
Pink, an all-in-one Jacksonville Beach facility that caters to the needs of cancer patients and survivors.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me about your shop.
We opened in 2009. After having cancer twice myself, 

I realized that it was very inconvenient as a cancer pa-
tient to have to run all over town looking for everything. 
And I thought, why couldn’t we do that all in one place?

And so, I looked long and hard, and once this place be-
came available, I just knew it was kind of the right place. 
I didn’t want it to be in a health facility, and I didn’t want 
it to be in a strip mall. We wanted to make it as user-
friendly as possible.

As a nonprofit, we have everything here under one 
roof. And a lot of the items are covered by insurance. 
We’re under what’s called the durable medical equipment 
umbrella. Durable medical is generally what people think 
of as wheelchairs, knee scooters, those kinds of things. 
But durable medical also has mastectomy things like 
prostheses and mastectomy bras and wigs and compres-
sion and those kinds of items.

For our clients that are insured, they get a prescrip-
tion and bring it to us, and we fit them with whatever’s 
needed and file all the insurance for it. Any revenue stays 
here. And then, when people come in that have no insur-
ance or are severely under-insured, they get the items 
that they need for free. So, it’s kind of a simple concept. 
Those of us who have insurance are taking care of those 
who are in need.

 
You mentioned that you are a cancer survivor yourself.

Yeah. The second time I had cancer was breast cancer, 
and my husband was retiring from the Navy. We lived in 
Hawaii, and he was at Pearl Harbor. The day he retired 
was the day I was diagnosed.

So, he had already taken a job in San Diego with 
Lockheed Martin.

Of course, I got to San Diego, and I didn’t know any-
one. I wasn’t familiar with the area and didn’t have any 
friends or relatives or anyone there. So, I had to rely on 
the oncologist or the social worker at the oncology office 
to let me know about things. Everything was spread out. 
… It was very inconvenient. I remember in one day I had 
five appointments at five different places. I didn’t feel 
good; all I could do was shuffle my feet. So, my husband 
was driving me everywhere. And I thought, this is crazy. 
Why am I doing this? I just thought it could be done bet-
ter. So, that’s what we do here.

I decided to do it as a nonprofit, because I was doing it 
to help others, not to make money.

I have to raise about $100,000 a year to keep the doors 
open. And that’s been hard to do in the last couple of 
years with the pandemic. We were allowed to stay open 
as long as we kept everything clean.

We did change how we went about our business. Be-
cause we could stay open, things were dictated to us as to 
how. Everything had to be scoured after every client. So, 
we went to appointments only.

And we’ve stuck with that. For one thing, I think that 
our clients appreciate the fact that there’s not a lot of 
other people in here.

Tell me about what you offer here.
We’re certified fitters for mastectomy post-surgical 

garments and prostheses. We take training in how to fit 
wigs. And we attend seminars all the time.

So, we have wigs, hats, scarves, radiation cream. We 
have free yoga once a week here. And compression 
garments, because a lot of people have lymphedema, 
especially in the cancer world. 

 
You serve more than just people with breast cancer.

Oh yes, we’ve taken care of all cancers. The term “in 
the pink” means “you’re feeling better.” It’s an old slang 
term, I know, but because of the word “pink,” everybody 
just assumes it’s all breast cancer.

 
What is the name of your nonprofit?

In The Pink Boutique Inc.
 

What is your website?
Jaxinthepink.com
 

Do you have any special plans for the future?
One of my goals has always been to have a mobile 

unit. And I am really looking for some serious donors 
who are interested in funding a mobile unit.

Because Jacksonville is so big, land wise, and we have 
so many outlying areas where it’s a long way for them to 
come to Jacksonville. And if we could go to them on a 
regular basis …

 
What do you like best about what you do?

It’s not like job. This is really a mission for those of us 
who are working here. No one makes very much money. 
And I don’t have health benefits for all my people and all 
that kind of stuff. They do it because they’re passionate 
about the cause. And most of us are survivors that work 
here.

I’ve had 20,000 clients over 13 years. I was worried 
that I would open the doors and no one would come. That 
did not happen.

… But Jacksonville’s a great place to live, I think. It’s 
really a gem of a place.

Photo by Shaun Ryan
Jeri Millard is seen inside the little house at 522 3rd St. North, Jacksonville Beach, where she operates her nonprofit, In The Pink.
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NorthEastFloridaCoastHomes.com 

 

Congratulations to our September Leaders! 

Two locations to serve you! 
NOCATEE 

158 Marketside Avenue, Suite14 • (904) 834-7682 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH 

100 Corridor Road, Suite 101 • (904) 280-1115 

Michael Paull Team 
Nocatee 

Diane McKee 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

Christine Rich & Richard Lofgren 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

Southern Latitude Group 
Nocatee 

Mary Higginbotham 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

CAMACHEE ISLAND                           
St. Augustine intracoastal and Marsh front gem!  

Multi family estate on a 2.46 acre lot. 7 BR,                
6.5 BA, 5,552 SF MLS 1168469 $2,795,000                                                    

Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014   

MOORE BRANCH ESTATES                         
Spectacular unobstructed Intracoastal Views!  
No HOA or CDD!  Completely updated! 3 BR, 

3 BA, 1,881 SF MLS 1193540 $1,395,000                                      
Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014   

INTRACOASTAL ACCESS                                               
Over 1 acre in a small private community.      
Direct access to the intracoastal waterway.  

MLS 1185030 $750,000                                                              
Malia Finger (904) 994-8444 

SAN SALITO                                       
Move in ready! Desirable location with               

stunning pond views. Newer build & heated spa. 
4 BR, 2 BA, 1,828 SF MLS 1186761 $479,900                                                                
Nicole Middlebrook (352) 228-2882  

OXFORD CHASE                     
Water views! Beautiful move-in ready home is 

light & bright. HOA $200 / Month. 3 BR,                   
2.5 BA, 1,878 SF MLS 1183862 $360,000                                                                

Robert & Kyle Svirsky (904) 403-1177  

SETTLER’S LANDING               
Move-in ready! Large preserve lot. Wood floors, 

elegant kitchen with custom backsplash.                          
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,824 SF MLS 1188198 $599,000                                                                

Josh Foster  (317) 439-2024  

EPPING FOREST                                      
Gorgeous, St. Johns Riverfront estate located 

in a gated community!  5 BR, 7.5 BA,                  
7,921 SF MLS 1163821 $2,850,000                                               

Cheryl Gillespie (904) 338-8697 

ADDISON PARK                                    
One level home with 3 way split bedrooms. 
Gourmet kitchen with gas cooktop & Island.   

4 BR, 3 BA, 2,285 SF MLS 1189209 $670,000                                               
Oksana Pondo (904) 305-6074  

COASTAL OAKS                                 
Private, extraordinary lanai oasis awaits!  
Gated community. Live exclusively. 4 BR,             
3.5 BA, 2,923 SF MLS 1184638 $995,000                                                                

Nicole Middlebrook (352) 228-2882  

SOUTH HAMPTON                  
Gorgeous home on a half acre, nature preserve 
lot! Gourmet kitchen! Screened heated pool & 

hot tub. 6 BR, 4.5 BA, 3,929 SF $899,900                                                                
Michael Paull  (904) 705-1004   

DEL WEBB PONTE VEDRA 
Stunning home backs to lush preserve!                
Upgraded kitchen and 2 master suites.            

3 BR, 3 BA, 1,986 SF MLS 1179002 $799,900                                                              
Judit Khoor (904) 535-6593  

TURTLE SHORES                             
Ocean Views & Ocean Breezes!   Enjoy the 

beach life in a gated community. 4 BR, 3 BA, 
2,677 SF MLS 1187630 $895,000                                                                

Christine & Richard (904) 349-6163  

HYDE PARK CIRCLE                       
Amazing Waterfront Home On Cedar River 

which connects to the Ocean. No HOA or CDD! 
4 BR, 2.5 BA, 2,054 SF MLS 1188843 $533,000 

Kathy Slusser (904) 760-9763  

CAMACHEE ISLAND                           
Fantastic and rare opportunity! Townhome 
style condo with master suite downstairs.         

2 BR, 2 BA, 1,695 SF MLS 1192509 $424,900                                                              
Judit Khoor (904) 535-6593  

SOUTHSIDE                             
Renovated Brick, Pool Home!  Oversized 
fenced yard. New LVP flooring. NO HOA!                

4 BR, 2 BA, 1,614 SF $399,900                                                  
Kathy Slusser (904) 760-9763  

JULINGTON CREEK                           
Beautiful home on almost 1/2 acre. Formal 

dining, renovated kitchen and screened lanai. 
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,283 SF  MLS 1194921 $549,950                                

Roger Harding (904) 591-1317  
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READ LOCAL. SHOP LOCAL. LIVE LOCAL.

YOUR ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION  INCLUDES:
• 52 Issues of The Recorder Delivered to Your Home Every Thursday, with numerous special 

sections including, Eats, Health, Real Estate, In the Arts, Business Weekly, and MANY MORE!
• 52 Issues of Entertainment Extra + Six Issues of The First Coast Register Magazine

• Annual Publications Living Here On The First Coast + The Insider’s Tournament Guide

ALL FOR ONLY $40 A YEAR!

EMAIL

PHONE NUMBER

ADDRESS

NAME

STATE ZIP

CITY

NEW SUBSCRIBER 
OFFER!

Sign up for a 1 Year Subscription to  
The Recorder ($40) by 10/31/22 

and receive a FREE Family 4-Pack 
of Tickets to Jacksonville Zoo and 

Gardens, valued at $109.80!*
*Limited Availability. Must mention offer at time of sign-up. Offer 
available only while supplies last to new subscribers.  Ticket pack 

includes (2) Adult and (2) Child General Admission tickets.

FOR FASTEST SERVICE,
CALL 904.285.8831

Local man’s idea now a key hub for Indian community
By Shaun Ryan

 
When Manan Patel returned to Jacksonville in 2016 

from studying abroad in New Zealand, he wanted to con-
nect with others who shared his ethnic heritage. How-
ever, though he’d grown up here, he found it challenging 
to do so.

“I did not know what was going on within the Indian 
community,” he said. “The only way to keep up was to 
sign up for a bunch of newsletters from different organi-
zations.”

He realized that what was needed was some sort of 
central bulletin board, a place where people could go to 
learn about events and activities specifically of interest to 
the local Indian community.

So, four years ago, Patel started a private Facebook 
group called “Indians in Jacksonville and St. Johns.” It 
began as a kind of hobby, a place to connect with friends, 
but soon became something more.

“Friends started adding their friends, and it blew up,” 
Patel said.

The group has seen a growth rate of 2-3% per month. 
It’s got about 5,900 members, about 4,800 of which are 
highly engaged, active participants. Here, people can 
discuss topics that are important to them, seek out as-
sistance, sell items or promote services.

One of the strengths of the group is members who 
share information. Members can find Indian physicians, 
look up Realtors, see what sort of fun things are going 
on locally.

“I don’t have the answers – I’m just the facilitator – 
but I allow people to discuss anything,” Patel said. “It 
could be movies to culture to fun things around. We even 

have some meet-ups.”
Members can read about St. Johns and Duval counties, 

where Indian people like to live, even about visa applica-
tions and traveling to India. Indian-owned businesses 
have found they can reach the community through the 
group.

The Hindu temple and other Indian organizations 
provide a lot of information, as well.

Newcomers may especially benefit from joining the 
group.

“Let’s say there is an Indian family moving to Jack-
sonville or St. Johns,” Patel said. “They don’t know 
what’s going on here. They don’t know what the Indian 
community looks like. And it’s natural that they want to 
stay in touch with the Indian community. To get to know 
them. To get familiarized with the culture.”

When he’s not working on the Facebook group, Patel 
is busy with several other pursuits.

His family has had a Larry’s Giant Subs franchise in 
Ponte Vedra for about 30 years. And Patel can often be 
found there.

“I’ve been working here since as far back as I can 
remember,” he said. “Maybe since fifth grade. I started 
out doing some simple jobs. Now, I help my parents run 
the business.”

A graduate of UNF, Patel majored in biology and was 
pre-med, but life took him in another direction. With an 
interest in finance, he wrote a book called “Investing for 
Beginners” and is assembling an online presence in the 
field and “developing his brand.”

Those who are interested in joining Patel’s Indian 
community on Facebook will find it at https://www.face-
book.com/groups/indiansinjacksonvilleandstjohns/.

Contributed photos
Manan Patel has created a Facebook group to keep members 
of Northeast Florida’s Indian community informed and help 
them to connect with one another.

“Indians in Jacksonville and St. Johns.”
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Y0020_CNC_90828E_M FINAL1 CMS Accepted 09172022 

Benefits vary by plan.

Get the Medicare Advantage coverage you deserve. 
Call Ascension Complete today to enroll.

Ascension Complete is contracted with Medicare for HMO and PPO plans. 
Our D-SNP plans have a contract with the state Medicaid program. 
Enrollment in Ascension Complete depends on contract renewal. 

Ascension Complete is a Medicare Advantage Plan 
made by doctors you trust, so you get the coverage 
you need. Check out the benefits we offer.

Get to know 
Ascension Complete

✓ $0 plan premiums 
✓ $0 primary care physician visit copay 
✓ Telehealth appointments 
✓ Prescription drug coverage 
✓  More money back in your Social Security check every year

✓  Dental services with no annual maximum, including exams, 
fillings, extractions, implants, and dentures ($0 copay for 
preventive services, 30% cost share for comprehensive services)

✓  Preloaded Visa Flex Card to help pay for dental, vision, and 
hearing benefits not covered by the plan

✓ Vision and hearing coverage

✓  Spiritual Care - Connect virtually with a professionally trained 
chaplain for your spiritual and emotional needs, anytime, from 
anywhere

✓ Fitness membership at no additional cost

October December

–15 7

Don’t miss out. 
Annual Enrollment Period:

1-877-841-6243 (TTY: 711)  
7 days a week, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

medicare.ascensioncomplete.com

J169903_10_Ponte Vedra Recorder_FL_10x6.25_AS23ENEASC90828HP.indd   1J169903_10_Ponte Vedra Recorder_FL_10x6.25_AS23ENEASC90828HP.indd   1 10/12/2022   12:27:54 PM10/12/2022   12:27:54 PM

PLAYERS Championship surprises center with computer lab
Representatives of THE PLAYERS 

Championship, including tournament 
leadership and the Red Coats (past 
volunteer chairs), visited THE PLAY-
ERS Championship Community Senior 
Center on Thursday, Oct. 13, to surprise 
the center’s visitors with a new com-
puter lab.

In addition, THE PLAYERS also 
hosted an afternoon of activities, includ-
ing a putting competition, lunch served 
by the Red Coats, a best-dressed com-
petition judged by the Red Coats and 
Bingo called by the Red Coats.

In 2020, the Senior Center was 
vandalized, including the theft and 
destruction of every computer in its 
computer lab, a crucial resource for cen-
ter visitors. This new computer lab will 
return to visitors’ the ability to access 
the internet, send and receive emails 
and more.

The Senior Center is managed by the 
St. Johns County Council on Aging, 
which operates five senior community 
centers in the county and offers several 
services including a Meals on Wheels 
program.

THE PLAYERS Championship Com-
munity Senior Center is located at 175 
Landrum Lane, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Photos provided by THE PLAYERS Championship

Visitors to THE PLAYERS Championship Community Senior Center examine the 
new computer lab donated by THE PLAYERS Championship.

The new computer lab at THE PLAYERS Championship Community Senior Center.

Tom Torretta, St. Johns County Council on Aging development 
director, cuts the ribbon on the new computer lab.

Visitors to THE PLAYERS Championship Community Senior 
Center had an opportunity to demonstrate their skills in a 
putting competition.
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Tickets go on sale for PXG Women’s Match Play
Golf fans will have front row access to the future stars 

of the LPGA Tour as the PXG Women’s Match Play 
Championship comes to the First Coast for the second 
time.

Tickets are now on sale as more than 80 of the world’s 
top professional women golfers prepare to take center 
stage at the tournament, which starts November 1 and 
wraps up November 6 on the internationally renowned 
Slammer & Squire Course at World Golf Village in St. 
Augustine.

The exception will be on November 3, so golfers can 
attend the Generation W Links to Leadership Summit 
presented by Circle K and Baptist Health of Jacksonville.

Daily general admission tickets are just $10 and ad-
mission includes a complimentary beverage courtesy of 
Manifest Distilling, Maestro Dobel Tequila or Veterans 
United Brewing Company.

Tickets are available on the tournament website at 
www.pxgwmpc.com, where fans can purchase and print 
their ticket. Ticket holders will check in at the main gate 
with their click-and-print ticket and receive a wristband 
for that day’s action. 

The tournament will also feature a free junior clinic 
being held at Slammer & Squire on October 30 from 2 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Juniors can sign up for the Spooktacular Junior Clinic 
powered by Vitis Energy on the tournament website. 
Golf clubs will be provided by The First Tee of North-
east Florida.

Ticket proceeds of the event will benefit Investing in 
Kids (INK!), a St. Johns County nonprofit that raises 
money for underserved public schools. 

The PXG Women’s Match Play Championship is an 
official event on the East Coast Women’s Professional 
Golf Tour headquartered in Ponte Vedra Beach. The EC-
WPGT is one of only three women’s pro developmental 
tours in the United States. 

The tour’s mission is to create more and better playing 
opportunities for women aspiring to the LPGA Tour. 
Now in its second year, the PXG Women’s Match Play 
Championship features some of the brightest future stars 
of women’s golf who are pursuing their dream of playing 
on the LPGA Tour. 

They will battle it out over a week-long endurance test 
that will combine a stroke-play and match-play tourna-
ment culminating under the spire of the World Golf Hall 
of Fame. 

“This is high level golf and drama,” said Mark D. 
Berman, Tournament Director/Founder and CEO of the 
ECWPGT, “These players have all competed at the most 
elite levels of college, amateur and professional tours 
leading up to the LPGA Tour. Several have played in the 
US Women’s Open and on their National Teams. Fans 
will quickly learn the names of these incredible play-
ers and get to see them in action up close and personal 
before they become stars on the LPGA Tour.” 

This year’s purse is $60,000 with the winner taking 
home $15,000, making it one of the biggest purses at this 
level of the women’s game. 

Information about elevated hospitality opportunities, 
Pro-Am spots, and key sponsorship opportunities are 
also available on the tournament website or by contact-
ing the Tournament Office at mark@pxgwmpc.com.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · October 20, 2022 COMMUNITY NEWS   11

Benefits you need. Savings you want.
Now serving St. Johns!

Are you ready for Medicare’s Annual Enrollment Period? Choose a CarePlus plan today. 

You could get benefits like these:

Plus more! 

$10 specialist copay4

Up to $1,000 in Flexible 
Care Assistance for eligible 
members with qualifying 
conditions on certain plans3,5

Must be coordinated and 
authorized by a care manager.

Why wait? Enroll today!

Call a licensed CarePlus sales agent today.
1-855-280-4538 (TTY: 711)  |  ChooseCarePlus.com

1Offered on CareFree Platinum (HMO). 2Offered on CareNeeds Plus (HMO D-SNP).  3Offered on CareNeeds Plus (HMO D-SNP) if you have Medicare and Medicaid. The benefits mentioned are a part of special supplemental 
program for the chronically ill. Not all members qualify. 4Offered on CareOne Platinum (HMO). 5Allowance amounts cannot be combined with other benefit allowances. Limitations and restrictions may apply. 

North Florida. CarePlus is an HMO SNP plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in CarePlus depends on contract renewal. CareNeeds Plus (D-SNP): This plan is 
available to anyone receiving both Medicare and Medicaid: Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB/QMB+), Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB/SLMB+), Qualifying Individuals (QI), Qualified Disabled and 
Working Individuals (QDWI) and other Full Benefit Dual Eligibles (FBDE). Sponsored by CarePlus Health Plans, Inc. and the State of Florida, Agency for Health Care Administration. No amounts on the CareEssentials Card 
can be used to purchase Medicare-covered prescriptions or services, nor can it be converted to cash. Referrals and/or authorization may be required for certain specialists. Important: At CarePlus, it is important you are 
treated fairly. CarePlus Health Plans, Inc. complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender 
identity, disability, age, marital status, religion, or language in their programs and activities, including in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, their programs and activities. The following department 
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding CarePlus’ non-discrimination policies: Member Services, PO Box 277810, Miramar, FL 33027, 1-800-794-5907 (TTY: 711). Auxiliary aids and services, free of charge, 
are available to you. 1-800-794-5907 (TTY: 711). CarePlus provides free auxiliary aids and services, such as qualified sign language interpreters, video remote interpretation, and written information in other formats to 
people with disabilities when such auxiliary aids and services are necessary to ensure an equal opportunity to participate. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call our Member Services number 
at 1-800-794-5907. Hours of operation: October 1 – March 31, 7 days a week, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. April 1 – September 30, Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. You may leave a voicemail after hours, Saturdays, Sundays, 
and holidays and we will return your call within one business day. Español (Spanish): Esta información está disponible de forma gratuita en otros idiomas. Favor de llamar a Servicios para Afiliados al número que aparece 
anteriormente. Kreyòl Ayisyen (French Creole): Enfòmasyon sa a disponib gratis nan lòt lang. Tanpri rele nimewo Sèvis pou Manm nou yo ki nan lis anwo an.                                         H1019_MKNaepbobprint2023rev_M

Up to $1,440 added back to 
your Social Security check 
yearly1

Up to $120 monthly reduction in 
2023 Medicare Part B premium.

For those with Medicare and 
Medicaid, up to $1,800 a year 
to spend on select groceries, 
utilities, rent, personal care, 
pet care, and more with the 
CareEssentials Card2,5

$150 per month.

2022_CPP-30632_ AEP 2023_Print__Jacksonville_Ponte Vedra Recorder_FP_ENG_10 x 12.75_ 10/20/2022.indd   12022_CPP-30632_ AEP 2023_Print__Jacksonville_Ponte Vedra Recorder_FP_ENG_10 x 12.75_ 10/20/2022.indd   1 10/17/22   2:53 PM10/17/22   2:53 PM
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When it comes to 
your REALTOR®,  
Reputation Matters
AS  AG E N TS  S P EC I A L I Z I N G  I N  WAT E R F RO N T P RO P E RT I ES  A N D  G O L F 

COU RS E  CO M M U N I T I ES, WE ARE PROUD TO BE TRUSTED BY OUR 

CLIENTS TO DELIVER THE UTMOST IN SERVICE AND EXPERTISE.

+ Years
AS  T RUST E D  P O N T E  V E D RA R E A LTO RS

%

O F R E A LTO RS  N AT I O N W I D E

© 2022 ONE Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. ONE Sotheby’s 
International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the 
Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated

Michelle Floyd
904.343.5067
M F LOY D @ O N ESOT H E BYS R E A LT Y.CO M

Jack Floyd
904.343.5196
J F LOY D @ O N ESOT H E BYS R E A LT Y.CO M

5 BEDS | 4 BATHS | 1 HALF BATH

4,151 SF

DIRECT INTRACOASTAL WATERFRONT

60' YACHT SLIP INCLUDED

OFFERED AT $3,300,000

Our Featured
Listings

THE 
FLOYD 

G R O U P

101 Bristol Place

5 BEDS | 8 BATHS

5,152 SF

50' YACHT SLIP INCLUDED

OFFERED AT $ 3,980,000

111 Annapolis Lane

Nonprofit awards 
$2M to Pace Center to 
fight substance abuse

THE PLAYERS Championship Village 
Inc. has awarded Pace Center for Girls 
a $2 million grant to fund a three-year, 
pilot program in North Florida to provide 
girls and their families gender-respon-
sive, substance abuse prevention and 
intervention services.

Services will be provided through 
Pace’s Reach therapy model and ensure 
girls and their families have access to 
substance abuse prevention and early in-
tervention, case management and therapy, 
and other needed supports. The model is 
community-based to ensure there are no 
barriers to access. 

As a pilot, positive outcomes stemming 
from this partnership will enable Pace 
to replicate the approach across the state 
of Florida and throughout the Southeast, 
further expanding the impact of the grant.

“Pace’s unique model is backed by 
over three decades of experience in 
delivering evidence-based programming 
and demonstrating successful results 
and outcomes for the girls they serve,” 

said Jim Marlier, director of PLAYERS 
Championship Village. “Our partnership 
with Pace upholds The Village’s history 
of combating substance abuse among 
young people in North Florida — and 
helping girls build a brighter future.”

“The COVID-19 pandemic has had se-
vere negative effects on the mental health 
of girls and young women and brought 
to light disparities in access to substance 
abuse prevention and intervention ser-
vices,” said Mary Marx, president and 
CEO of Pace Center for Girls. “Through 
this pilot, we will be able to expand our 
services, with a specific focus on sub-
stance abuse prevention and interven-
tion. We are grateful to THE PLAYERS 
Championship Village for their support.”

Announced during National Substance 
Abuse Prevention Month and on the 
International Day of the Girl, the collabo-
ration officially launched Tuesday, Oct. 
11, at Pace’s Jacksonville headquarters, 
where a mural and interactive art instal-
lation by acclaimed artist Nicole (Nico) 

Holderbaum was unveiled. A second 
mural will be unveiled at Pace’s Clay 
County location at a later date. 

“Creating a mural with Nico and the 
other girls was an empowering experi-
ence for me,” said Jay, 15, one of the 
girls who collaborated with Holderbaum 
on the mural. “Sharing my story through 
art expression allowed for new healing. 
It is exciting to know that our work and 
my experiences will help uplift other girls 
going through difficult times.”

“Each young artist had an opportunity 
to add their own art piece to the mural, 
validating their unique experiences and 
expressions,” said Holderbaum. “By en-
couraging these young artists to express 
themselves creatively, this experience has 
given them a powerful tool to process 
their feelings, emotions and experiences.”  

The partnership with Pace continues 
the work and advances the mission and 
purpose of The Village, which is a not-
for-profit organization formed in 1987 
to provide drug and alcohol treatment 
recovery for youth aged 13 to 17 who 
could not afford treatment through for-
profit facilities. 

Contributed photos
Mary Marx, president and CEO of Pace Center for Girls, is seen at the podium as Vicki Burke, 
founder, waves to attendees during the announcement that THE PLAYERS Championship 
Village has awarded the center a $2 million grant to provide girls and their families substance 
abuse prevention and intervention services.

Matt Rapp, senior vice president of the 
PGA TOUR, left, and Jim Marlier, director of 
PLAYERS Championship Village, attended 
the announcement.
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BENEFITING VILANO BEACH MAIN STREET

PRESENTED BY

A CULINARY WEEKEND LIKE NO OTHER ON VILANO BEACH, FL
Tickets include unlimited tasting bites and wine, beer and spirits samples with a souvenir glass!

Saturday’s W3 Main Event includes over 200 Varieties of Beverages and the

“Best Taste Awards” with: Cap’s on the Water, The Reef, Michael’s St. Augustine, Silkie’s Chicken & Champagne Bar,  
Odd Birds, Blacksheep Restaurant Group, Lotus Noodle Bar, Beaches, Catch 27, Costa Brava, Amici Italian Restaurant, 

Vilano Main Street Diner, Johnny's Oyster Bar, Cabot Cheese, Sysco, Publix + GreenWise Market and more!

Photo credit, Nikki Brubaker

NOVEMBER 4 – 6, 2022
WHISKEYWINEANDWILDLIFE.COM

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS: THANKS TO OUR MEDIA SPONSORS:

Official 
Charity Partner

Charity
Partner

Friends of GTM

The above logo’s are set to PMS 369U and PMS 3005U
Please adjust the color break to match the desired destination

based on the supplied color legend.

BENEFITING VILANO BEACH MAIN STREET

PRESENTED BY
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The Food-Tasting Event of the Year
Caring Chefs raises much-needed funds to 
help Northeast Florida’s most vulnerable 
children and families.

Sunday, October 23, 2022
6-9pm • The Glass Factory • Tickets $80

Sample cuisine and beverages from Northeast Florida’s  
finest chefs, sommeliers and brewers.

For more info and tickets, call 904.806.5811  
or visit: chsfl.org/chefs

Tickets available NOW!

Rotary Club of 
Ponte Vedra Beach

St. Johns County mourns 
Waldron, who died Tuesday

Dr. Christine Ng of the Ponte Vedra Beach Rotary Club presents a $1,500 
grant on Sept. 18 to the Florida Chamber Music Project. Each year, the 
Ponte Vedra Beach Rotary Club raises funds through its Mineral City Cel-
ebration, the proceeds of which are donated to numerous local charities to 
support their missions. Pictured from left are FCMP members Siyu Zhang, 
Patrice Evans, Susan Pardue, Laurie Casseday and Ng. For advance tickets 
to the performances, go to flchambermusic.org. Their next concert is sched-
uled for Nov. 20.

Contributed photo

St. Johns County District 3 
Commissioner Paul Waldron 
died early Tuesday morning.

A lifelong resident of St. 
Johns County, Waldron has 
been called a true champion 
for residents, always putting 
their needs first. He served 
honorably as the representa-
tive for the county’s south-
eastern region after being 
elected in 2016 and re-elect-
ed in 2020.

As a small business owner, 
Waldron always brought 
a business approach to the 
organizations he served. 

“Paul’s passing is a 
tremendous loss for our 
county,” said Chairman 
Henry Dean, District 5 Com-
missioner. “He was the type 
of person who was always 
willing to help. He was not 
only my colleague and fel-
low commissioner but also 
my friend. I will miss him.”

As commissioner, Waldron 
served on various commit-

tees, including the Northeast 
Florida Regional Council, 
the Recreation Advisory 
Board and the Tourist Devel-
opment Council.

“Paul was a great man 
who loved his family, served 
his community and lived by 
faith,” said Hunter Conrad, 
St. Johns County administra-
tor. “His legacy of public ser-
vice will live on through the 

lives of everyone he inspired. 
This community will deeply 
miss him.”

Waldron is survived by his 
wife of 34 years, Stephanie, 
and their two daughters, 
Ashley and Kati.

Gov. Ron DeSantis will 
appoint someone to finish 
the remainder of Waldron’s 
term, which is set to expire 
in November 2024.

A memorial plaque was posted online at the end of the St. Johns 
County Board of County Commissioners meeting.
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HMO coverage is offered by BeHealthy Florida, Inc. DBA Truli for Health, an affiliate of Florida Blue, a trade name of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc. These 
companies are Independent Licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. Flagler Health+ is an independent provider that offers health care services.  111547 1022

To learn more, call 855-50-TRULI or visit truliforhealth.com

Truli provides predictable pricing and simple health benefit plans 
so employees can manage their costs and receive top quality care.

Flagler Health+ and Truli. 
Partners in health, caring for a healthier you.

Better Together
The health of a business relies on the health of its employees. 
Flagler Health+ and Truli share a goal to provide an integrated, personalized 
approach to medical care and health insurance. Their relationship means businesses 
can offer employees access to top-quality care at reasonable, sustainable costs.

111547-0922 Truli Jacksonville Launch BDM Ad St Johns_PVR_10X6-25_F.indd   1111547-0922 Truli Jacksonville Launch BDM Ad St Johns_PVR_10X6-25_F.indd   1 10/12/22   9:49 AM10/12/22   9:49 AM

Candidates meet voters
St. Johns County School Board 

member Kelly Barrera hosted a 
community meet-and-greet recently 
for candidates running for local 
offices in the upcoming Nov. 8 
election. Candidates present were 
Suzanne Green, running for Airport 
Authority (Group 1); Chris George, 
running for Mosquito Control (Seat 
4); and Martha Gleason, running 
for Mosquito Control (Seat 2).

Photos provided by Kelley Bost
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The St. Johns Housing Partnership 
(SJHP), which has been creating safe, 
clean, affordable housing in North Flori-
da since 1996, has announced a county-
wide initiative on “National Make a 
Difference Day,” Saturday, Oct. 22.

Between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., volun-
teers who will spread out over St. Johns 
County to help paint, clean and repair 
more than 15 homes for veterans, the 
elderly or disabled.

Volunteers are needed for exterior 

house painting, repairs, landscaping, 
yard clean up and to help build wheel-
chair ramps.

“Make a Difference Day promotes 
the idea of volunteering and making 
an impact in one’s own community,” 
saidSJHP Executive Director Bill Lazar. 
“It promotes that any act of kindness, 
no matter the size, can go a long way in 
making a difference for someone else.”

To volunteer on Make a Difference 
Day, go to sjhp.org.

In addition to recruiting volunteers, 
SJHP is offering sponsorship packages 
and taking donations of materials. Spon-
sorships range from $500 to $5,500.

National Make a Difference Day was 
created by “USA Weekend” magazine 
in 1992 to offer community support 
and encourage volunteerism across the 
country.

Points of Light, a nonprofit organiza-
tion founded by former U.S. President 
George H. W. Bush, is the official co-
sponsor of Make a Difference Day. Ever 
since its inception, Make a Difference 
Day has echoed in 30 countries and has 
inspired more than 30 million volunteer 
hours.

For more information, contact the St. 
Johns Housing Partnership at 904-824-
0902 or info@sjhp.org.

GUEST COLUMN

Life Coaching and Tying Your Shoes

Housing Partnership plans volunteering event on Saturday

By Scott A. Grant

Sometimes it 
feels like we are 
surrounded by life 
coaches. Part of 
the appeal is ease 
of entry. There are 
no licensing or 
education require-
ments. All you 
have to do is type 
the words “Life 

Coach” after your name and you are 
one. Try it. Write your name on a piece 
of paper and then write the words “Life 
Coach” underneath. It is very empower-
ing.

When I was younger, I did some coach-
ing. I was not a life coach; I was a soccer 
coach. I coached a team of girls for seven 
years and then different teams of boys 
for four more. The girls were easier to 
coach than the boys. I spent a lot of time 

teaching basics, how to run, kick with 
your laces, and pass and receive the ball. 
We did some of the drills over and over 
and over. I wanted the girls to be able to 
do those drills in their sleep. Coaching 
at any level is about a lot more than just 
exuding motivation. It is one thing to 
tell someone to do something. It is quite 
another to teach them how.

One of the things that always surprises 
people when I start talking about my 
coaching experience is the amount of 
time I spent tying shoes. Many of my 
players did not know how to tie their 
shoes at all. Most of the rest did not do it 
correctly. I would get down on one knee 
and tie my players’ shoes before games 
and during practice. You cannot play your 
best if your shoes are a mess. It was also 
an opportunity to connect with each kid 
individually.

Legendary basketball coach John 
Wooden led the UCLA Bruins to 10 
national championships over a 12-year 

period. It is a record that will probably 
never be equaled and earned Wooden the 
nickname “the Wizard of Westwood.” 
One of those championships came in 
1970 with a finals victory over the Jack-
sonville University Dolphins.

The first practice of each season, 
Wooden sat his players down and taught 
them how to tie their shoes.  The instruc-
tion was very detailed. Before his players 
learned the famous UCLA zone press 
or the legendary Bruin fast break, they 
learned how to put on their socks and 
lace their shoes.

Real coaching is often about the basics. 
These days it feels like coaching is about 
dispensing platitudinous advice like not 
giving up on your dreams or eliminating 
toxic people from your life. Some dreams 
are not worth pursuing. Life coaches do 
not seem to tell anyone that. They are not 
paid to be critics. That is unfortunate.

I think that if I were a life coach, I 
would start out by telling clients how 

to tie their shoes. I see a lot of people 
walking around these days with untied 
shoes. The laces are either stuffed under 
the tongue or flopping around like over-
cooked spaghetti. I guess it is supposed to 
be a fashion statement. But how are you 
going to learn how to walk confidently 
into a room, stick out your hand and in-
troduce yourself if your shoes are untied. 
You might trip or just look like a fool.   

Some people want to be told that they 
deserve fortune and fame or that they can 
manifest the same just by imagining it. It 
seems it would be a lot more valuable to 
be taught how. It is a lot like lacing your 
shoes. You start at the bottom and work 
your way up slowly pulling each rung 
tight and snug until it is perfect. Then you 
move on to the next rung.

Scott A. Grant is a local writer, author 
and historian. By day he is a fiduciary 
asset manager with Standfast Asset 
Management. He is not a life coach.

Scott Grant
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

YOU 
DECIDE
To the editor:

St. Johns County voters will have the 
opportunity to consider a 1% or one-
cent sales tax increase on Nov 8. You 
will decide if for the next 10 years we 
should be taxed to pay for our ever-
growing infrastructure needs. Yes, we 
are a rapidly growing county with no 
signs of slowing down. This is no sur-
prise because it has been the case for 
the last decade or so. SJC has received 
multiple accolades, one of which is 
our top-rated school district, and it 
has been recognized as such for the 
past 14 years. Developers can’t build 
homes and businesses fast enough for 
people and families that want to raise 
their children here. There had been 
some talk about this discretionary sales 
surtax, but it was never provided the 
opportunity for public discussion by 
the Commission until this referendum. 

Did you know that … 
SJC is surrounded by four counties 

that currently have a surtax and most 
have more than one. We currently have 
a 0.5 or half-cent surtax for our public 
schools, it has provided much needed 
revenue for the district.

SJC receives only a half cent of 
the 6-cent sales tax that we currently 
provide the state of Florida. This ad-
ditional one cent would go directly 
into our county coffers and would be 
restricted for approved infrastructure 
expenditures only and, if instated, a 
Citizen Oversight Committee would be 
established. 

SJC has an annual 6.3 million tour-
ists (2017 Visitor Profile Survey) that 
utilize our infrastructure, be it road-
ways, emergency operations, beaches, 
etc. These visitors would help contrib-
ute approximately a third of the esti-
mated 49 million in projected annual 
surtax revenue. 

SJC developers are required by state 
law to pay their proportionate share 
to provide for some of the impact a 
new development will have on sur-
rounding communities. Impact fees are 
common in low tax states where the 
tax structure doesn’t provide enough 
revenue through other sources to pay 
for growth. The impact fee structure is 
county-reviewed every four years. 

SJC residents want more public 
parks, rec facilities, libraries, side-
walks, etc. This proposed surtax would 
help to supplement those wants. 

St. Johns County voters … YOU 
decide.

Victoria Corlazzoli

Realtors and employees of 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices Florida Network Realty re-
cently laced up their running and 
walking shoes to take part in the 
Dreams Come True 5K & 1 Mile 
Fun Run, donating $30,460 to 
Northeast Florida’s local dream-
granting organization for local 
children battling life-threatening 
illnesses.

The Northeast Florida real 
estate firm served as the Dream 
Racer sponsor, welcoming dream 
families and recognizing the 
brave dreamers at the event held 
at the University of North Florida. 
The company’s associates formed 
branch office teams, creating 
friendly competition for their 
5K participation and fundraising 
activities. 

In conjunction with the Dreams 
Come True 5K, Berkshire Ha-
thaway HomeServices Florida 
Network Realty volunteers staffed 
the Dreams Come True WJXT 
Channel 4 Phone Bank, answering 
phones and soliciting donations 
for the nonprofit organization.

“We are deeply committed to 
supporting the mission of this 
wonderful organization,” said 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices Florida Network Realty 
CEO Kevin Waugaman. “Our 
company believes in creating a 
positive impact in others’ lives, 
and we appreciate the support we 
receive from our passionate team 
to help make dreams come true 
for many deserving local chil-
dren.”

For more information about 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices Florida Network Realty, go 
to FloridaNetworkRealty.com.

Real estate firm donates 
$30K to Dreams Come True

Contributed photo
Realtors and employees of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty laced up their shoes to take part in the Dreams 
Come True 5K & 1 Mile Fun Run.
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GIFT CARD PROMOTION
S P E N D  $ 7 5  O R  M O R E  O N  S E R V I C E ( S )

A N D  R E C E I V E  A  G I F T  C A R D  O F  V A R Y I N G  A M O U N T S
 
 

V I S I T  T H E  S A W G R A S S  S P A  T O  P U R C H A S E
N O V E M B E R  2 5  -  D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 2

T E R M S  &  C O N D I T I O N S  A P P L Y
A V A I L A B L E  F O R  A  L I M I T E D  T I M E

Give the Gift of Relaxation

S A W G R A S S  M A R R I O T T  G O L F  R E S O R T  &  S P A
1 0 0 0  T P C  B L V D . P O N T E  V E D R A  B E A C H ,  F L  3 2 0 8 2

Grand Opening at the Beach!

Now Open at Sawgrass Village
Call to schedule your appointment

(904) 388-7521

The name in 
vein care you 

know and 
trust is back 
at the beach.

The name in 
vein care you 

know and 
trust is back 
at the beach.

Explore various wedding styles during planning
Every wedding is different, even if 

many share some common components. 
As couples plan their weddings, learning 
about some popular wedding styles can 
help them create a ceremony that suits 
them. 

Classic wedding

Classic weddings are the storybook 
traditional weddings that many people 
dream about for years. Key elements 
include a tuxedo for the groom and a tra-
ditional white gown for the bride. Formal 
attire is reserved for the rest of the wed-
ding party. The ceremony is conducted 
in a place of worship before everyone 
retires to a fancy catering hall for the 
reception. Traditional weddings also may 
include the time-honored customs like 
toasts, cake cutting, bouquet toss, and 
parent-child dances.

Beach wedding

Beach weddings often are casual, 
laid back affairs. Dresses may be less 
structured and flow with sea breezes, 
while males may even opt for shorts with 
linen shirts or lightweight jackets. Many 
encourage no shoes or sandals/flip flops. 
Guests can expect the party to be much 
more free-flowing and the traditions of 

classic weddings may not be part of the 
celebration.

Bohemian wedding

Free-spirited individuals may dive head 
first into a bohemian style wedding. Ac-
cording to wedding planner David Tutera, 
a boho wedding is casual and comfort-
able. It tends to come off chic but appears 
that way with minimal effort. Brides opt 
for flowy, unstructured dresses with bold 
lace details or dramatic sleeves. Decor 
is typically humble and blends harmoni-
ously with nature. Popular bohemian 
wedding colors are muted, warm tones 
or colors often found in nature. A boho 
wedding may take place outdoors or in 
another less traditional venue, such as 
a farmhouse or botanical garden. Wed-
ding party attire may be mismatched and 
showcase each person’s individual style.

Modern wedding

Brides and grooms who crave contem-
porary and current trends may prefer a 
modern wedding. Graphic color schemes, 
clean lines and minimalistic flowers 
might be part of a modern wedding. 
Attire may be angular and edgy, and the 
venue may vary from sleek museum to a 
city rooftop.

Destination wedding

Couples who love to travel and don’t 
want to worry about the trivial details of 
wedding planning may find a destina-
tion wedding is a good fit. Destination 
weddings last more than one day and 
focus on relaxation, activities and lots of 
fun. Destination weddings tend to be less 
formal and less traditional than classic 
weddings. Due to the remote locations, 
destination weddings also can be smaller 
and more intimate, as many invitees may 

be unable to attend. Yet those who can 
attend often get to enjoy tropical islands 
or mountain retreats.

Wedding styles are as unique as the 
people getting married. Choosing a theme 
that has the right feeling can help couples 
make the most of their special days. 
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Supervisor of Elections Office
4455 Avenue A, Suite 101
St. Augustine, FL 32095

St. Augustine Beach City Hall
2200 A1A South

St. Augustine, FL 32080

Ponte Vedra Branch Library
101 Library Blvd

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Southeast Branch Library
6670 US 1 South

St. Augustine, FL 32086Hastings Branch Library
6195 S. Main Street
Hastings, FL 32145

Julington Creek Annex
725 Flora Branch Blvd

St. Johns, FL 32259

Early Voting Locations for 
General Election

October 26 - November 5, 2022
8 AM - 6 PM

Daily at all locations

Ponte Vedra Concert Hall
1050 A1A N

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

^

^

^

^

^

^

^

^
SilverLeaf Amenity Center

218 Silver Forest Dr.
St. Augustine, FL 32092



This guide was produced by the staff at the 
Ponte Vedra Recorder to prepare area voters for 
the general election on Nov. 8.

A significant portion of the information in 
this guide was submitted by the candidates. 
Information pertaining to the election was also 
provided by the St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections.

Also in this guide, readers will find helpful 
information on how and where to vote and what 
will be on the ballot.

The locations listed here are the normal poll-
ing locations for elections. Some elections may 
have a different polling location than what is 
shown here. To confirm your voting location for 
a specific election, use the Voter Information 
Lookup at https://www.votesjc.gov/find-my-
polling-place.
▪ 401: Ponte Vedra Branch Library, 101 Library 

Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
▪ 402: Our Lady Star of the Sea Church, 545 A1A 

North, Ponte Vedra Beach
▪ 403: Palm Valley Baptist Church, 4890 Palm Val-

ley Road, Ponte Vedra Beach
▪ 404: Christ Episcopal Church, 400 San Juan 

Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach
▪ 405: Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 1050 A1A North, 

Ponte Vedra Beach
▪ 406: St. Francis in the Field, 895 Palm Valley 

Road, Ponte Vedra
▪ 407: Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 1050 A1A North, 

Ponte Vedra Beach
▪ 408: Crosswater Hall at Nocatee, 245 Nocatee 

Center Way, Ponte Vedra
▪ 409: The Palencia Club, 600 Palencia Club Drive, 

St Augustine
▪ 505: The Palencia Club, 600 Palencia Club Drive, 

St Augustine
▪ 507: Serenata Beach Club, 3175 S. Ponte Vedra 

Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach

Voting by mail is for regis-
tered voters who will be absent 
from the county or do not wish 
to travel to their precinct on 
Election Day. The deadline for 
requesting a vote-by-mail ballot 
to be mailed is 5 p.m. on the 
10th day prior to each election.

Request a vote-by-mail ballot 
in person, by telephone, fax, 
mail or online. The voter must 
provide the following informa-
tion when making the request:

• Voter’s name
• Voter’s residence address
• Voter’s Florida Driver Li-

cense or ID Card or the last four 
numbers of their Social Security 
Number

• Voter’s date of birth
• Ballot mailing address
• Voter’s signature (written 

requests only)
Vote-by-mail ballots cannot 

be forwarded. A signed, written 
request is required for a vote-
by-mail ballot to be mailed to an 
address not in your voter record.
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•  ENSURING best financial and organizational management
•  IMPROVING facilities and operations for general aviation, 

commercial aviation, charters, and commercial flights
•  COMPLETELY TRANSPARENT Board Governance and  

Executive Accountability

Please visit: www.VoteDennisClarke.com
Paid for & Approved by Dennis Clarke for Airport Authority Board

A I R P O R T  A U T H O R I T Y
S t.  J o h n s  C o u n t y  –  G r o u p  2

Paid for & Approved by Jaime Topp for Airport Authority Board

• EXPERIENCE as owner and manager of Fixed Based Operator (FBO) 
•  UNDERSTANDS how airport operations work and how they can be improved for general aviation, 

commercial aviation, charters, and commercial flights
• KNOWLEDGEABLE of a wide range of aircraft
• FORMER commercial pilot & U.S. Air Force Veteran
• DEDICATED to improving airport use & successful organizational management

AIRPORT AUTHORITY
ST. JOHnS COUnTY – GROUP 3

Please visit: www.VoteJaimeTopp.com
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Paid for & Approved by Jaime Topp for Airport Authority Board
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ABOUT THIS GUIDE

PRECINCTS LOCATIONS 
IN THE AREA VOTING BY MAILELECTION DAY

Early voting starts Oct. 26 in St. Johns County
Early voting for the Nov. 8 general 

election will be available daily in 
St. Johns County between 8 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. from Wednesday, Oct. 
26, through Saturday, Nov. 5. Early 
voting can be done at the following 
locations:

• Ponte Vedra Branch Library, 101 
Library Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach

• Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 1050 
A1A North, Ponte Vedra Beach

• Julington Creek Annex, 725 Flora 
Branch Blvd., St. Johns

• SilverLeaf Amenity Center, 218 
Silver Forest Drive, St. Augustine

• Supervisor of Elections Office, 
4455 Avenue A, No. 101, St. Augus-
tine

• St. Augustine Beach City Hall, 
2200 A1A South, St. Augustine

• Southeast Branch Library, 6670 
U.S. 1 South, St. Augustine

• Hastings Branch Library, 6195 S. 
Main St., Hastings

Registered St. Johns County voters 
are allowed to vote at any St. Johns 

County early voting locations during 
the early voting period. Voters must 
present a current and valid photo and 
signature ID when voting in person. 
Voter information cards are not a 
valid form of identification when vot-
ing. Go to www.votesjc.gov for a list 
of acceptable forms of ID.

Call the Supervisor of Elections 
Office at 904-823-2238 or go to 
votesjc.gov for additional informa-
tion regarding early voting.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day, Nov. 8.
Be election ready: Go to votesjc.gov and select My Voter Status to view your 

assigned polling place.
Photo-and-signature ID is required to vote in person, or you will be required 

to vote a provisional ballot. Acceptable forms of identification include:
• Florida Driver License 
• Florida Identification Card 
• U.S. Passport 
• Military ID 
• Debit or Credit Card 
• Retirement Center ID 
• Student ID 
• Neighborhood Association ID 
• Public Assistance ID 
• Florida Concealed Weapon or Firearm License 
• Veteran Health ID Card 
• Government Employee ID

The Supervisor of Elections Office is not an Election Day precinct. Vote-by-
mail ballots are available to vote in the office for emergency circumstances only.



ANASTASIA MOSQUITO 
CONTROL DISTRICT  
SEAT 2 CANDIDATES

Name: Ed Slavin
Age: 65
Where do you live? St. 
Augustine
Position you are seeking: 
Anastasia Mosquito Control 
District of St. Johns County 
Commissioner, Seat 2

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
• Your government watchdog. 
• B.S.F.S., Georgetown; J.D., Memphis State. 
• Journalist and activist.
• Helped reverse illegal no-bid purchase of 
$1,800,000 luxury helicopter — our Anastasia 
Mosquito Control District got full refund!  
• My father survived malaria as a World War II 
paratrooper, bitten by a mosquito in Sicily. 

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the Anastasia Mosquito Control 
District?
I support good science to control mosquitoes, 
while protecting all of us “non-target species” from 
pesticides. Public education, public participation, 
applied research, science-based policies, and safe, 
non-toxic, natural mosquito control methods, 
are essential to protecting public health from 
deadly mosquito-borne diseases. AMCD exists to 
save human lives. We must do it right, with Board 
oversight. It’s our money.
A. Since Rachel Carson’s book, “Silent Spring,” 
we’ve known that pesticides can kill bald eagles, 
pollinators and other non-target species, even as 
they protect us from mosquito-borne diseases. 
B. Overdevelopment increases the cost and 
difficulty of mosquito control, with St. Johns 
County approving thousands of new homes in and 
near swamps and mosquito habitat. AMCD should 
help inform the debate about overdevelopment. 
Impact fees must internalize the external costs of 
overdevelopment. 
C. I support environmentally and fiscally sound 
means of mosquito control and reducing AMCD’s 
use of organophosphate poisons (OPs), which are 
carcinogenic, teratogenic and mutagenic.
D. I support using natural pesticides like Bti and 
Gambusia fish to kill or devour mosquito larvae, 
reducing OP use.
E. I support using sterile, x-ray irradiated male 
mosquitoes to reduce population of disease-
bearing female mosquitoes.
F. I support employee whistleblower rights to raise 
concerns, including worker and public safety and 
health. 

Name: Gary Howell
Age: 74
Where do you live? District 2
Position you are seeking: 
Anastasia Mosquito Control 
District Board (a county-wide 
position and vote)

Why are you the best 
candidate for this position?
As an experienced member of the Mosquito 
Control Board, I have assisted in providing the best 
mosquito control program in the United States.  
I helped taxpayers save millions of dollars with the 
headquarters relocation to become a state-of-the-
art, nationally recognized facility to study controls. 
Control scientists and students come here from 
around the country. We are working on improving 
the use of sterile mosquitos to control disease.  
I look forward to being active in the proposed 
funded education center, fostering field trips, 
working with school programs and giving visitors 
an opportunity to learn more about mosquitos 
and controls being used against them.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the Mosquito Control District?
In order to maintain our nationally recognized 
status and continue research capabilities for 
mosquito control, we need to place special focus 
on improving the use of sterile mosquitos.
We will put efforts on planning, developing and 
implementing the use of the new Mosquito 
Education facility, integrating programs with 
our county School System. The Education 
Center is scheduled to open Dec. 8 with a public 
introduction and tour from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Begin to service three identified areas of the 
county not protected now.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Martha Gleason
Age: 60
Where do you live? Ponte 
Vedra Beach
Position you are seeking: 
Anastasia Mosquito 
Control District, Board of 
Commissioners, Seat 2

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
Taxpayers deserve a mosquito control board who 
utilizes taxpayer dollars in a prudent and fiscally 
responsible manner. As such, citizens should 
expect these dollars to be focused on monitoring 
and controlling the mosquito population by the 
safest methods possible.
My strong educational background, financial and 
business expertise make me uniquely qualified to 
further the district’s scientific endeavors while at 
the same time maintaining financial discipline that 
taxpayers deserve. It is my goal to look a different 
business model that eventually take the district off 
the tax rolls.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the Anastasia Mosquito Control 
District?
• Ensure Fiscally Responsibility: AMCD Board 
members must be fiscally responsible and 
committed to being good stewards of taxpayer 
dollars through responsible budget decision-
marking. 
• Ensure Accountability: The AMCD Board of 
Commissioners are elected by voters in St. Johns 
County. Therefore, I will fight to ensure that the 
best interests of St. Johns citizens are served by 
the district.
• Ensure Transparency: The AMCD is limited in how 
they can spend taxpayer dollars and are required 
to be transparent in their financial processes. I will 
ensure that citizens receive proper notice about 
the proposed annual budget meetings, mileage 
increases, and all projects involving significant 
expenditures by the district. Under my watch 
Board members will not use taxpayer dollars to 
benefit financially.
Projects such as the “Mosquito Museum” should 
have received sufficient public notice and debate. 
Consideration should have been given to making 
this a referendum item, and not a unanimous 
Board vote.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Will Kelman
Age: 69
Where do you live? St. 
Augustine South
Position you are seeking: 
Seat 2 — Anastasia Mosquito 
Control District

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position? I am the best candidate for this 
position because:  
• I am an experienced, compassionate, highly 
competent leader and team player whose strength 
is high budget finance. 
• I will increase the footprint of the AMCD to the 
citizens of our great county, St. Johns County in an 
effort to call attention to the services provided to 
our citizens for their benefit.
• I will get the most for our citizens’ tax dollars, 
forwarding the mission of the AMCD to kill 
dangerous mosquitoes.
• I will emphasize and make certain that within the 
AMCD’s mission, we keep our environment safe as 
a top priority.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the Anastasia Mosquito Control 
District?
The most important issues facing the Anastasia 
Mosquito Control District are:
1. Working to be competitive within the industry 
by continuing to have the very best team working 
together to irradicate deadly mosquitoes that 
cause disease in our community.
2. Bringing the AMCD to the forefront of our 
community. Many of our citizens are not aware of 
this great organization and should know of the 
amazing services that they can take advantage of.
3. Working to keep our environment safe. It is 
critical to keep our environment safe from toxic 
chemicals.
4. Finally, to work within the budget to get the 
most for our tax dollars. 

ANASTASIA MOSQUITO 
CONTROL DISTRICT  
SEAT 4 CANDIDATES

Name: Chris George
Age: 44
Where do you live? Nocatee
Position you are seeking: 
Anastasia Mosquito Control 
Board Seat 4

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
I have decided to run for the Mosquito Control 
Board in the November election because it is a 
group that has a direct impact on my family. We 
are a very outdoor-centric family, so this matter 
is very close to my day-to-day life. I have always 
wanted to be a part of my community and saw 
this opportunity as a perfect example of where 
I can bring my past experiences in business and 
finance to help the people in our county. 

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the Anastasia Mosquito Control 
District?
My purpose is to sustain clarity in the finances, 
while protecting the residence of St. Johns 
County. I will help push forward research and 
technology to combat the cause, while also being 
fiscally responsible to the taxpayers of this county. 
I would like to take the politics out of this office 
and bring a more business sense to this entity that 
has the authorization to be a taxing authority. I 
will do my best to have the residents of St Johns 
County have a voice in their government and 
spend their money on the task at hand and not 
in frivolous ways. I would also like to focus on 
our parks and recreational areas to make them 
safer for those who enjoy the spaces. One cannot 
complain unless they are prepared to offer a 
solution and do something about it. I plan to do 
just that, and to build up the great county we all 
call home. 

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Trish Becker
Age: 40
Where do you live? In 
beautiful St. Augustine, just 
north of the airport. 
Position you are seeking: 
Re-election for Anastasia 
Mosquito Control District Seat 4

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
Each year I’ve voted and passed to lower the 
AMCD tax millage rate, provide great employee 
pay and benefits, and ensure AMCD has a 
conservative budget while still providing excellent 
customer service. With a focus on environmental 
safety and pioneering research through million-
dollar grants, AMCD is a world-renowned, award-
winning leader in the field, and I plan to keep it 
that way. As the Educational Chair, I will continue 
teaching students in classrooms across the 
county and welcome them to the Vector Disease 
Educational Center, where they can learn and be 
inspired to join a career in STEM.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the Anastasia Mosquito Control 
District?
With over 40 species of mosquitoes in SJC, 
overbuilding and climate change affect mosquito 
populations. Only a handful of mosquito species 
take blood meals from humans; the rest eat off of 
animals in the forest; if their food is taken away 
to make room for more buildings, then we will 
become their new diet. Worldwide, over one 
million people die each year from mosquitoes, 
but thanks to the great work at AMCD, we 
haven’t had a human infection since 2004. Our 
first responders ensure everyone in the county 
is safe to play outside without being exposed to 
dangerous chemicals. In addition, climate change 
is bringing more water to our shores, and all a 
mosquito needs is a capful of water to grow 200 
eggs to full-grown adults in less than two weeks. 
Finally, a stunning fact about mosquitoes is that 
they are becoming resistant to pesticides. Luckily, 
our AMCD team is researching environmentally 
friendly treatments, which brings in millions of 
dollars in grants to find new methods.
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The following proposed amendments 
to the Florida constitution will appear on 
the Nov. 8 ballot:

No. 1 Constitutional Amendment 
Article VII, Section 4; Article XII, 
Section 42
Limitation on the Assessment of Real 
Property Used for Residential Purposes

Proposing an amendment to the State 
Constitution, effective January 1, 2023, 
to authorize the Legislature, by general 
law, to prohibit the consideration of any 
change or improvement made to real 
property used for residential purposes 
to improve the property’s resistance 
to flood damage in determining the 
assessed value of such property for ad 
valorem taxation purposes.

No. 2 Constitutional Amendment, 
Article II, Section 5; Article XI, 
Sections 2 and 5
Abolishing the Constitution Revision 
Commission

Proposing an amendment to the State 
Constitution to abolish the Constitution 
Revision Commission, which meets at 
20-year intervals and is scheduled to 
next convene in 2037, as a method of 

submitting proposed amendments or 
revisions to the State Constitution to 
electors of the state for approval. This 
amendment does not affect the ability to 
revise or amend the State Constitution 
through citizen initiative, constitutional 
convention, the Taxation and Budget 
Reform Commission, or legislative joint 
resolution.

No. 3 Constitutional Amendment 
Article VII, Section 6; Article XII
Additional Homestead Property Tax 
Exemption for Specified Critical Public 
Services Workforce

Proposing an amendment to the State 
Constitution to authorize the Legislature, 
by general law, to grant an additional 
homestead tax exemption for nonschool 
levies of up to $50,000 of the assessed 
value of homestead property owned by 
classroom teachers, law enforcement 
officers, correctional officers, firefight-
ers, emergency medical technicians, 
paramedics, child welfare services pro-
fessionals, active duty members of the 
United States Armed Forces, and Florida 
National Guard members. This amend-
ment shall take effect January 1, 2023.

AMENDMENTS A look at School 
Board, state races

St. Johns County voters will 
choose two School Board members 
in the general election. This is a 
non-partisan race.

Racheal M. Hand and incumbent 
Beverly Slough are competing for 
the District 1 seat. Lauren Abell and 
Jennifer Collins are competing for 
the District 3 seat.

None of the School Board can-
didates responded to our question-
naire.

St. Augustine voters will choose 
between Cynthia Garris and Bruce 
Maguire for City Commission Seat 
4, and between Melinda Rakoncay 
and Jim Springfield for Seat 5.

In addition to local races, St. 
Johns County voters will cast bal-
lots in several state contests.

In the governor’s race, incumbent 
Ron DeSantis is the Republican 
candidate and former governor 
Charlie Crist is the Democratic can-
didate. The Libertarian candidate is 
Hector Roos, and there is one candi-
date with no party affiliation.

In the race for U.S. Senator, 
incumbent Marco Rubio is the 
Republican candidate and Val Dem-
ings is the Democratic candidate. 
The Libertarian candidate is Dennis 
Misigoy. There are two candidates 
with no party affiliation and four 
write-ins.

In the state attorney general race, 
incumbent Ashley Moody is the 
Republican candidate and Aramis 
Ayala is the Democratic candidate.

In the race for state chief financial 
officer, incumbent Jimmy Petronis 
is the Republican candidate and 
Adam Hattersley is the Democratic 
candidate.

The current commissioner of 
agriculture for Florida is Democrat 
Nikki Fried, who ran for governor 
in the primary election and was 
defeated by Crist. As a result, there 
are two candidates for that posi-
tion in the general election. Wilton 
Simpson is the Republican candi-
date and Noami Esther Blemur is 
the Democratic candidate.
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Spectacular New Gated Waterfront Community near flagler beach

• Dockable Intracoastal lots*

• Properties sold on first come, first served basis – don’t miss 
your opportunity!

• Just one mile from the area’s most beautiful beaches 

• Limited number of homesites available

• Planned world-class amenities including resort-style pool, 
fitness center, dog park, pickleball, tennis, boat and  
RV storage, and more

• Buy now, take up to five years to build

• Choose from some of the best custom builders in the region

• Ask how to buy property with your IRA

• Incredible, convenient location – area shopping,  
dining, attractions and more just a short drive away

Some pictures used are not photographs of the community but are used to illustrate lifestyle only.  *Dock permits are subject to approval by relevant governing agencies.

ONE-OF-A-KIND OPPORTUNIT Y 

Limited Number Available From Only $179,880!  Planned Water Access for All Lots 
FINAL LOT RELEASE – OCTOBER 29-30

CALL 386-986-2411 TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!    
verandabay.com
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PAID FOR BY TRISH BECKER FOR ANASTASIA MOSQUITO CONTROL DISTRICT SEAT 4

Name: Suzanne W. Green
Age: 62
Where do you live? Ponte 
Vedra Beach
Position you are seeking: St. 
Augustine Airport Authority — 
Group 1

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
I am experienced, trustworthy and knowledgeable. 
I have worked diligently to take the airport off 
the county tax rolls in 2010 and have continued 
to keep the airport off the tax rolls of St. Johns 
County. I am forward thinking for the needs of the 
airport and the growing county population. My 
legal background and business prowess assist the 
Board with insight into development.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the St. Johns County Airport 
Authority?
Growing economically and fiscally with the 
county and its needs. Emphasizing a symbiotic 
relationship between general aviation and the 
overall needs of the county. This includes our 
commercial tenants, industrial needs and some 
commercial service to the airport.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Russ Scott 
Age: 75 
Where do you live? St. Johns/
Northwest area/Cimarrone 
community
Position you are seeking: 
Airport Authority Board — 
Group 1

 
Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
Business background with 30 years in banking/
finance. I am an Air Force veteran and have served 
on several boards and have volunteered in many 
community organizations. Currently, I am very 
involved with Epic-Cure.org, an SJC community 
food rescue organization, providing food to those 
in need, and active in SJC 2nd Alarmers (firefighter 
support).  

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the St. Johns County Airport 
Authority?
I believe we need to generate additional revenue 
for the county. The County Commissioners are 
asking us to vote on a 1-cent tax increase. At the 
same time, we have been turning away airport 
customers as space and services are not readily 
available. I would like to accelerate the building of 

additional hangars at the airport.
It is important to have people without vested 
interests on the Board. The Board should be 
independent, and I will work to ensure that 
decisions are made with the entire county in mind.  
The airport is not getting the exposure in the 
community it deserves.  
A two-term limit should be established for all 
Board positions.
EVtols are on the horizon. Those are electric 
vertical take-off and landing aircraft. Not for 
home use but airport based. Think of these as a 
quiet air taxi service, battery operated. Ride cost 
comparable to an Uber. Short, quick ride to Jax Int’l 
Airport. We need to prepare for this technology. 
FAA approvals are expected in 2024. 

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Michelle Cash Chapman
The candidate did not respond 
to our questionnaire.

Name: Dennis M Clarke
Age: 71
Where do you live? Aberdeen 
(Northwest St. Johns County)
Position you are seeking: 
Airport Authority Group 2

Why are you the best 
candidate for this position?
We need the right leadership on the Board. I have 
the credentials to help lead the airport into the 
future. I have 45 years of experience in accounting, 
fiduciary positions of trust in banking, bank 
regulation and private industry, and voluntary 
service on not-for-profit boards, most recently the 
Aberdeen CDD. As an aviation enthusiast, a private 
pilot and an airplane owner, I understand the 
complex technical business of running an airport.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the St. Johns County Airport 
Authority?
The most serious shortcoming is lax financial 
management. Although the annual statements 
prepared by CPAs meet accounting industry 
standards, the interim statements provided to 
the Board are neither conventional nor properly 
presented, which renders them less than useful for 
decision making. 
Confirming my suspicions of mismanagement, the 
most recent audit report for the fiscal year ending 
Sept. 30, 2021, contained the qualifying statement 
from the outside auditors:

“We did identify certain deficiencies in internal 
control, described in the accompanying schedule 
of findings and questioned costs as items 2021-
001 and 2021-002 that we consider to be material 
weaknesses.”
As the elected representatives of the citizens, 
the Board is responsible for ensuring the airport 
remains on solid financial footing and supports our 
growing county and that executive management 
is executing on that vision.
With a proper governance structure in place, 
we can promote business opportunities, attract 
commercial airlines, charter operators and expand 
the airport without resorting to eminent domain, 
all at no cost to the taxpaying citizens of St. Johns 
County.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Beth Tate
Age: 62
Where do you live? St. Johns 
(Julington Creek)
Position you are seeking: 
Airport Authority Board, Group 
2

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
My background and experience with both non-
profit and corporate Boards along with my affinity 
for aviation have prepared me to be effective Day 
1 on the Airport Authority Board. My business 
experience with large budgets and operations 
has prepared me to partner with the businesses 
at the airport and the local government entities 
to help the airport play a part in the economic 
development of the county. I have a vision for 
making our airport a valued part of the larger St. 
Johns County community and the experience to 
make that happen.
 
What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the St. Johns County Airport 
Authority?
Earlier this year, a tragic accident at the airport 
highlighted the need for a Safety Committee 
and a well-rehearsed, actionable plan for airport 
emergency response. As someone who has 
led disaster recovery programs, this was the 
motivating factor for me to run for the Airport 
Authority Board. I’m ready to resolve this issue 
within the first 6 months on the Board.
Our airport has a lengthy waiting list for General 
Aviation hangars. There is no strategic plan on 
how to address the need for additional hangars 
and improve the overall customer experience for 
General Aviation pilots at the airport.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: David W. Venters
Age: 74
Where do you live? Ponte 
Vedra (Nocatee)
Position you are seeking: St. 
John’s County Airport Authority 
Board, Group 2

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position? 
I have the trifecta of aviation experience: 1. 
Air Force veteran with 1,300 flight hours as an 
aircrew member. 2. Retired air traffic controller, 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 3. Alternate 
manager of compliance, St. Augustine Airport. 
(Note: Only candidate who has worked at the 
airport). Additionally, adjunct professor of aviation, 
Florida State College at Jacksonville (FSCJ).

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the St. Johns County Airport 
Authority?
Helping the airport develop in a responsible 
manner for the benefit of all citizens. Keeping the 
airport financially self-sufficient and free from 
local taxes. Also, enhancing and improving the 
airport operations for the future. Additionally, 

emphasizing the economic importance of our 
regional airport and instituting more outreach 
programs to better inform the public.

Name: Jaime R Topp
Age: 74
Where do you live? St. 
Augustine
Position you are seeking: 
Airport Authority Group 3

Why are you the best 
candidate for this position?
I am a U.S. Airforce veteran.
I can address undervalued dynamics of our 
airport.  
My experience includes ownership of fixed-base 
operators.
I know how to grow airport business to 
complement commercial flight operations with 
general aviation.  I understand how operations 
work and how they can be improved.
Needed are construction of new, income-
producing hangars to satisfy a seven-year waiting 
list. We need the addition of complementary 
businesses, growing charter businesses and better 
controlling existing operations. We need to make 
the airport available, safely, for people to see the 
operations, that is how young people get excited 
about a possible career in aviation.
I have many years of experience as a general 
and commercial airline pilot with many different 
aircraft, and as owner of successful fixed base 
operators, I understand how airport operations 
work and how they can be improved.
My business expertise, problem solving and 
entrepreneurial skills can help make our airport a 
successful operation for the aviation community, 
residents and commercial interests.
I am the right candidate with my experience for 
the Airport Authority to oversee and improve 
business results in the future. I have the expertise, 
problem solving and entrepreneurial skills to 
make our airport a successful, attractive operation.
I am currently president of the St. Augustine 
Airport Pilots Association and a member of the 
Northeast Aero Flying Club.
I am ready for your vote of confidence.  
Remember to vote for Topp at the bottom of the 
Airport Authority ballot.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the St. Johns County Airport 
Authority?
Better financial oversite.
Focus on the users of the airport and the 
community.
Encourage growth of local visibility of the airport
Make the airport a desired destination to watch 
activity and community involvement.
The current administration has been there 25 
years and they are experts in kicking the can 
down the road.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Jennifer Liotta
Age: 45
Where do you live? Julington 
Creek
Position you are seeking: St 
Johns County Airport Authority 
— Group 3

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
I have the leadership, collaboration and 
professional skills the Airport Authority needs. 
Most importantly, I am very familiar with the 

ST. JOHNS COUNTY 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

GROUP 1 CANDIDATES

ST. JOHNS COUNTY 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

GROUP 2 CANDIDATES

ST. JOHNS COUNTY 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

GROUP 3 CANDIDATES

AIRPORT  continues on Page 28



airport, how it is currently administered and 
its specific challenges and opportunities. I am 
uniquely qualified as I am an aviation business 
owner, corporate attorney and pilot. I have 
served on and advised numerous boards and 
have led organizations through growth and 
transformation. Once elected, I will immediately 
be an effective member of the authority.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the St. Johns County Airport 
Authority? 
The airport is important infrastructure for St. 
Johns County, but it hasn’t kept up with the 
changing needs of the county. The authority 
needs a strategic business plan to help make 
better long-term decisions and provide 
measurements of airport performance. The 
hangar waiting list needs to be addressed as it 
is unacceptably long, and hangar rentals bring 
in critical revenue. A review of commercial 

airline service at the airport is needed after the 
most recent failure to sustain airline service 
after spending millions of taxpayer dollars on 
it. Airport safety needs review after the recent 
fatality that involved an extended emergency 
response. And the authority should do more to 
engage the community, including supporting 
events such as air shows, developing a 
playground adjacent to the field and supporting 
internships for St. Augustine aerospace academy 
high school students. I look forward to serving on 
the authority to address these important issues.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Susan G. Phillips
Age: 60
Where do you live? St. 
Augustine off of S.R. 16
Position you are seeking: 
St. Johns County Airport 
Authority Board, Group 3

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
I bring 30+ years aviation and business 
experience and a fresh perspective to this role. 
I’ve worked for a major airline (Delta Air Lines), 
plus destination marketing (Visit Myrtle Beach, 
and St. Johns County Visitors & Convention 
Bureau) and in airport management at the 
Asheville (N.C.) Regional Airport. At the airport 
I worked on air service development, airport 
management and operations, DOT grant funding 
and execution, community engagement, 
operations and safety, tenant support, economic 
development, and general aviation collaboration. 
I was also the public information officer and was 
the official media spokesperson for any airplane 
or airport-related incidents.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the St. Johns County Airport 
Authority?
There are three important issues:

We must continue to focus on accountability 
to St. Johns County taxpayers for all decision-
making. This includes maintaining the airport’s 
financial strength and keeping it off the tax roll, 
making transparent decisions and ensuring that 
safety is the top priority.
A well-run airport is an economic engine which 
should be leveraged for its best use. We must 
focus on economic development opportunities 
and operate the airport as a small business. This 
includes bringing new tenants to the airport, 
pursuing corporate and commercial air service, 
building general aviation hangers, and leveraging 
airport-owned land development for future 
revenues.

Last, the airport should expand engagement and 
interaction with the local community (taxpayers, 
businesses, schools, civic groups) to highlight 
ways to connect and work with the airport.  
My extensive corporate background in aviation, 
business, legal, government and destination 
marketing uniquely qualify me to serve on the 
Northeast Regional Airport Authority Board.

▪ ▪ ▪

Name: John C “Jack” Gorman
The candidate did not respond to the 
questionnaire.
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Elect
Gary

MOSQUITO CONTROL
 - SEAT 2

• Experienced Mosquito Control Board Member
• Listens to your concerns with follow through
• For common sense management & financial controls
• Advocate for health & environmental concerns

PLEASE VISIT:

Paid for & Approved by Gary Howell for Anastasia Mosquito Control

Name: Linda Thomson
Age: senior
Where do you live? South 
Ponte Vedra Beach, just a few 
feet north of Vilano Beach
Position you are seeking: 
Port Waterway and Beach – 
Seat 1

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
As the principal of Nease H.S. (2005-2009) and 
principal of Fairfax H.S. (Virginia 2001-2004), I 
worked with parents and community members 
to build relationships, communication and 
consensus on issues.  Over the past six months 
that I have observed PWB meetings, there is 
considerable discord and poor communication 
between my opponent and members of the board 
as well as members of the community that come 
to address the board. An adversarial tone from my 
opponent makes it difficult to win support and 
cooperative funding for PWB projects. I bring the 
ability to work positively for the goals of the PWB 
Board.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the board you are seeking a 
seat on?
There is community concern regarding (1) the $62 
million expense of dredging and renourishment 
for our coasts and (2) the lack of effective long-

term solutions to erosion, as well as loss of beach 
shoreline, public access and navigable waterways.
As our population grows, adequate beach and 
boat access become more challenging. Although 
a new boat access/park area is planned, we must 
continue to support that cooperative project and 
develop additional resources for the county.
Meetings of the PWB board are public but 
are scheduled for 3 p.m. monthly, making it 
impossible for working people to attend. The 
meetings are not available through Zoom, 
live-streaming, pod-cast, or any other modern 
communications method. They are tape-recorded 
on an audio-cassette, where it is impossible to 
determine who is speaking or what is said. This 
has been brought to the attention of the board, 
but no changes have been made.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Sandy Flowers
The candidate did not respond to our 
questionnaire.

Name: Matt Brown
Age: 39
Where do you live? Downtown St. Augustine
Position you are seeking: St. Augustine Port, 
Waterway and Beach District Seat 3

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
In the last four years on the Port District, I’ve been 

successful at promoting conservation-focused 
projects within the district, including beach 
crossovers for St. Augustine Beach and co-funding 
the upcoming Genovar Tract boat ramp. I want to 
continue on this trajectory in a second term.

What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the board you’re seeking a seat 
on?
Overdevelopment is far and away the most 
significant issue facing our community. As this 
county continues to face exponential, unchecked 
growth, our quality of life is under direct threat. 
The Port District is positioned to address this issue 
by sponsoring projects focused on water quality, 
conservation, and restoration.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Harold David Bishop Jr.
The candidate did not respond to our 
questionnaire.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Michelle Bennett
The candidate did not respond to our 
questionnaire.

Name: Tom Rivers
Age: 69
Where do you live? St Augustine (Vilano Beach)
Position you are seeking: Commissioner, Group 
5, St. Augustine Port, Waterway and Beach 
Commission

Why are you the best candidate for this 
position?
I am an incumbent who has served in this capacity 
for several years. Experience in this office is 
important. Keeping the beaches and Intracoastal 
clean and safe are my priorities. We have worked 
effectively with the Sheriff’s Marine Division and 
the Harbormaster and marine officers of the St. 
Augustine Police and Fire. We have raised money 
for a fire boat and air boat for the city and county’s 
use. I was on board when the effort to open the 
Summer Haven River was implemented and have 
seen the fruits of our labor.
 
What are a couple of the most important 
issues facing the board you’re seeking a seat 
on?
We need to extend the 1937 District map to 
include areas that were not even there when 
the Legislature created this special district 
in 1937. The Port Group helped finance $1.5 
million to purchase a 31-acre tract of lane on the 
Intracoastal for a new boat ramp part. Boating 
safety, beach access and boat ramp maintenance 
are very important to this county’s marine 
enthusiasts. I am always open to speak to any 
citizen concerning new ideas.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Marco Klovanish
The candidate did not respond to our 
questionnaire.

▪ ▪ ▪
Name: Melanie Sunshine Neale
The candidate did not respond to our 
questionnaire.

ST. AUGUSTINE PORT, 
WATERWAY AND BEACH 
COMMISSION GROUP 1 

CANDIDATES

ST. AUGUSTINE PORT, 
WATERWAY AND BEACH 
COMMISSION GROUP 3 

CANDIDATES ST. AUGUSTINE PORT, 
WATERWAY AND BEACH 
COMMISSION GROUP 5 

CANDIDATES

ST. JOHNS COUNTY 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

GROUP 3 CANDIDATES

Airport
Continued from 26



There are 223,891 registered voters in 
St. Johns County. Of that number, 118,007 
(nearly 53%) are registered Republicans, 
and 50,937 (nearly 23%) are registered 
Democrats.

The remainder, 54,947 (nearly 25%) are 
registered as “no party affiliation” or with 

a third party. Nine third parties are regis-
tered with the state of Florida. They are: 
Coalition With A Purpose Party (CPP), 
Constitution Party of Florida (CPF), Ecol-
ogy Party of Florida (ECO), Green Party 
of Florida (GRE), Independent Party of 
Florida (IND), Libertarian Party of Florida 

(LPF), Party for Socialism and Liberation 
— Florida (PSL), People’s Party (PEO) 
and Reform Party of Florida (REF).

The local Democratic Party headquar-
ters is at 71 S. Dixie Highway, Suite 6, St. 
Augustine. The phone number is 904-
825-2336. The website is stjohnsdemo-
crats.org, and the party can be found on 
Facebook at facebook.com/StJohnsCoun-
tyDemocraticParty.

The local Republican Party headquar-
ters is at 3149 U.S. 1 North, Suite 2, St. 
Augustine. The phone number is 833-
683-2020. The website is stjohns.gop, and 
the party can be found on Facebook at 
facebook.com/SJCREC.

Florida is a closed-primary state, which 
means that only voters who are registered 
members of political parties may vote 
for their respective party’s candidates in 
a primary election. Voters without party 
affiliation are not eligible to vote for party 
candidates in a primary election.

Non-partisan judicial and school board 
offices, non-partisan special districts, mu-
nicipal and local referenda questions are 
included in some primary elections. All 
registered voters, including those without 
party affiliation are entitled to receive and 
vote these ballots.

However, in a primary election, if all 
the candidates qualified to run are of the 

same party affiliation and if the winner 
will be unopposed in the general election, 
there is a “universal primary contest.”

This means all qualified electors, 
regardless of party affiliation, may vote in 
the primary election for that office. The 
candidate receiving the highest number 
of votes cast in the primary election is 
declared the winner of that office. This 
means neither their name nor office will 
appear on the general election ballot.

Non-partisan offices may be designated 
for either the primary election ballot or the 
general election ballot.

School Board, Judicial offices and the 
Ponte Vedra Beach Municipal Service Dis-
trict are the only non-partisan races that 
appear on the primary ballot regardless of 
the number of candidates (two or more). If 
one candidate receives more than 50% of 
the votes, he or she wins. If no candidate 
receives more than 50% of the votes, the 
two candidates who received the highest 
numbers face off in the general election.

All other Special District offices and 
Community Development Districts with 
two or more qualified candidates appear 
only on the general election ballot.

— Information from the St. Johns 
County Supervisor of Elections Office
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OCEANFRONT CONDO IN SPINNAKERS REACH
A rare find on the ocean in Sawgrass 
with spacious living in the gated 
community of Sawgrass Country Club! 
Spectacular 1st floor condo that has 
the only elevator in Spinnakers 1 from 
the garage to the first floor! Completely 
renovated with stunning details & 
designer finishes. Magnificent ocean 
views from every room. Experience a 
spacious, sophisticated & beautifully 
designed condo in the heart of Ponte 
Vedra Beach. This first floor condo is 
warm & inviting with 2523sf, 3BR, 3BA 
with the upstairs master & ocean views! 
Offered for $2,699,000. 

719 Spinnakers Reach, Ponte Vedra Beach 

Voters to decide one-cent surtax proposal
By Shaun Ryan

A referendum on the Nov. 8 general 
election ballot stands as an object lesson 
on the long-term impacts of an economic 
downturn.

Voters will decide whether to increase 
the sales tax in St. Johns County by one 
cent per dollar spent, from the current 6.5 
cents to 7.5 cents. The increase would 
apply to the first $5,000 of the purchase 
price of an item and would sunset after 10 
years. 

It would generate an estimated $500 
million over that decade, an amount suffi-
cient to fund a severe backlog of projects, 
the absence of which is becoming increas-
ingly apparent as the county’s population 
surges.

The surtax couldn’t be renewed without 
another voter referendum. The penny 
would fund only capital projects.

“In other words, brick and mortar,” said 
St. Johns County Commissioner Henry 
Dean. “No added staff. No operational 
expenses.”

The commission voted 4-1 in March to 
place the issue on the ballot to allow vot-
ers to decide it.

Dean said about $220 million of the 
revenue generated would be spent on 
transportation projects, including widen-
ing some two-lane roads to four lanes, 
work on bridges, sidewalks and more.

Other projects would include construc-
tion of three fire stations, three regional 
parks, three libraries and a sheriff’s office 
command center, as well as work on 
beach renourishment.

In the Ponte Vedra area, it would fund 
a broadening of Mickler Road from the 
roundabout to State Road A1A and Palm 
Valley Road from South Roscoe Boule-
vard to the roundabout from two to four 
lanes.

There would also be $17 million for 
drainage improvements along the greater 
Ponte Vedra road network and $6 million 
for sidewalk construction, also in the 
Ponte Vedra-Palm Valley area.

Dean said about 40% of the sales tax 
revenue would be generated by out-of-
county visitors, with residents paying the 
other 60%.

The Road to 2022
To understand how the need for ad-

ditional revenue came about, it’s neces-
sary to look back at the so-called “Great 
Recession” of 2008.

The immediate result was that local 
development came to a halt.

“Almost no homes were built for three 
years in St. Johns County,” Dean said.

In addition, property values fell 30% 
between 2008 and 2010. The result was a 
decrease of ad valorum tax revenue.

Meanwhile, a decrease of tourism at 
that time impacted the county’s bed tax 
revenue. Adding to this was a mandate by 
the state about a decade ago that counties 
reduce their millage rates by one mill.

The county needed to do something 
to encourage a growth in the tax base, in 
other words, development.

“The commission basically significant-
ly reduced the impact fees on residential 
development to encourage development 
to come back,” Dean said.

Arguably, that reduced potential rev-
enue.

Then, starting in 2010, the population 
in St. Johns County began to boom. Over 
the next 10 years it grew by about 50%. 
Development, too, returned.

Recognizing that there was no money 
to fund the infrastructure needed to meet 
the demand, then-Commissioner Jay 
Morris alerted his fellow commissioners 
in 2015 that a one-cent surtax should be 
placed on the ballot. Ultimately, by a vote 
of 3-2, this proposal was defeated.

Because there was no money to fund 
capital projects, virtually none were bud-
geted between 2010 and 2018.

“So, we have this tremendous backlog 
of capital projects,” Dean said.

Dean was elected to the board in 
November 2016, and he and the other 
commissioners sought a solution over the 

following year and, in 2018, approved a 
hike in impact fees to the maximum al-
lowed by law.

While this helped the county to adjust 
to the greater demand, it didn’t resolve the 
backlog that had occurred between 2008 
and 2018. The estimated cost to address 
that backlog is $500 million, thus the 
proposed one-cent surtax.

That number won’t remain static, 
however. If the referendum is defeated, 
the cost of eliminating the backlog would 
only continue to grow, largely due to 
inflation.

In fact, inflation is already causing the 
county some headaches.

“We just experienced an unbelievable 
increase in materials and labor for things 
like roads,” Dean said. “It used to cost $1 
million a mile to widen the roads from 
two to four lanes. It’s now upwards of $10 
million to $12 million — maybe higher.”

Dean said he wanted to bring the issue 
before the voters to give them the chance 
to approve or deny the increase. The 
alternatives would be to do nothing and 
allow the backlog to grow or else to raise 
taxes, something Dean does not want to 
consider.

“We have too many elderly folks on 
fixed incomes, and in these times that 
we’re in, I don’t want to increase their 
millage rate,” he said.

Here’s a quick look at political parties in St. Johns County
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Keating-Joseph wins Commission seat

Sikes-Kline discusses upcoming projects in St. Augustine

By Shaun Ryan

Krista 
Keating-Joseph 
has won the 
election for St. 
Johns County 
commissioner, 
District 4, with 
the withdrawal 
of write-in 
challenger Mi-
chael C. Lanza.

Keating-
Joseph unseated incumbent Commis-
sioner Jeremiah Blocker in the Aug. 23 
primary election. That election was very 
close, with Keating-Joseph receiving 
18,905 votes (50.23%) to Blocker’s 
18,730 votes (49.77%).

Keating-Joseph recently listed some 
of her primary goals for when she is 
seated on the Board of County Commis-
sioners.

In responding to a questionnaire from 
The Recorder, she said she wanted to 
slow down growth.

“This unacceptable rate of growth is 
compromising our quality of life,” she 
wrote.

She added, “I can say no to unbridled 
development and take St. Johns County 
back for the people who live here now.”

Keating-Joseph is a mother of five, 
including two Navy SEALS, a U.S. Ma-
rine and a teenager. In response to the 
questionnaire, she addressed the impact 
of growth on local education.

She wrote that she wanted to “save 
our children from learning in unsafe, 
unsecure portable classrooms (according 
to FDLE) and being bused to schools 
out of their areas. We have more devel-
opments being approved than our school 
system can handle.”

On a different issue, she wrote that 
“developers must cover the costs of 
infrastructure so that St. Johns County 
taxpayers are not stuck paying for their 
roads and recreational areas.”

She also said that a tree code is 
needed to discourage clear-cutting.

Keating-Joseph addressed the pro-
posed one-cent sales tax, which repre-
sents a 15% increase over the current 
rate.

She wrote in response to an email 
inquiry that over 10 years, the increase 
would cost a family of four $4,000.

She disagreed with estimates that say 
tourists would pay 40% of the sales tax.

“If you look at tourist spending it is 
less than 20%,” she wrote.

She wrote that the tax revenue would 
subsidize developers and continue to 
promote unbridled growth. She added 
that, because the new tax would apply 
only to purchases of $5,000 or less, it 
would affect residents in the lower and 
middle classes.

Finally, she added that she wanted to 
put first responders first.

“They should not have to leave the 
county to get a pay raise,” she wrote.

By Shaun Ryan
St. Augustine Mayor-elect Nancy 

Sikes-Kline presented her priorities 
for her tenure during a meeting of the 
Historic St. Augustine Area Council on 
Friday, Oct. 14. Among her topics were 
plans for a mobility-oriented develop-
ment in West Augustine and the Lake 
Maria Sanchez Stormwater project.

She began her presentation with a 
report on the impact of Tropical Storm 
Ian. A total 162 structures sustained mi-
nor damages and 20 structures sustained 
major damages.

The city has a federally funded flood 
mitigation assistance program to help 
homeowners who want to elevate their 
homes or rebuild. Sikes-Kline encour-
aged attendees to refer to her anyone 
thinking about elevating.

During the storm, first responders 
in the city made 19 high-water res-
cues. The city has budgeted funds for 
the purchase of a Bearcat high-water 
rescue vehicle for use in future flooding 
incidents.

Mobility Project
On Monday, Oct. 24, the city com-

mission will hold the second reading 
of an ordinance amending the future 
land use map for 5.51 acres northwest 
of the intersection of U.S. 1 and King 
Street. This marks a step in the process 
of converting that property — owned 
by Broudy Bros. — from its designa-
tion of commercial medium intensity 
and industrial warehousing to mobility-
oriented development.

The action will pave the way for plans 
to construct a 700-space parking garage 
and up to 75 multifamily residential 
units. Sikes-Kline said the intent was to 
create a new urban center in the West 
Augustine area centered on providing 
satellite parking.

“We’ve always said we wanted satel-
lite parking,” she said. “We want this 
park-once strategy. So, you come to St. 
Augustine. You park once, and then you 
take a shuttle or walk to where you want 
to go.”

Because the garage would be across 
U.S. 1 from the heart of the city, a walk-

over is being considered, though the 
issue is far from being finalized.

A partnership with the state Depart-
ment of Transportation will result in a 
shuttle traveling a loop from the parking 
facility on West Castillo Drive through 
the downtown. A spur would connect 
the shuttle to the new garage.

The development is expected to add 
10,000 new cars a day to that area, so 
a traffic study is being planned to find 
ways to make traffic flow easier.

The garage would probably be leased 
to the city, though details have not yet 
been worked out.

Drainage project
The FEMA-funded Lake Maria San-

chez project is expected to significantly 
reduce downtown flooding, assisting in 
the drainage of 200 acres. The cost of 
the project is $29 million, with all but 
$2 million funded by the federal govern-
ment.

The city’s share may be included in 
$55 million in grants for infrastructure 
projects, including a seawall replace-

ment project and installation of ground-
water monitoring system, which will 
keep an eye on water quality.

St. Augustine’s downtown has had a 
long history of flooding after rainstorms. 
This drainage project would benefit any-
one traversing that portion of the city, 
and it could also help preserve some of 
the city’s historic assets.

Krista Keating-Joseph

Photo by Shaun Ryan
St. Augustine Mayor-elect Nancy Sikes-Kline 
talks about some of her priorities during a 
recent presentation.
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OPEN TO ALL REGISTERED VOTERS IN ST. JOHNS COUNTY

REMEMBER, YOU HAVE
3 WAYS TO VOTE!

VOTE-BY-MAIL
Visit www.votesjc.gov or call     
 904-823-2238 by 5 PM on October
29 to request a vote-by-mail ballot.

VOTE EARLY
You can vote in person prior to
Election Day by visiting any early
voting location from Wednesday,
October 26 through Saturday,
November 5. Early voting locations
will be open from 8 AM to 6 PM
daily.

ELECTION DAY
To vote on Election Day, you must
go to your assigned polling place
between the hours of 7 AM to 7 PM
on November 8. Signature and
photo ID are required to vote in
person. For more information, visit
www.votesjc.gov

KNOW BEFORE
YOU GO

To locate your polling place
visit www.votesjc.gov

or call the Elections Office
at 904-823-2238

Ponte Vedra Branch Library
101 Library Blvd
Ponte Vedra Beach 

Ponte Vedra Concert Hall
1050 A1A North
Ponte Vedra Beach

Julington Creek Annex
725 Flora Branch Blvd
St. Johns

SilverLeaf Amenity Center
218 Silver Forest Dr
St. Augustine

Supervisor of Elections Office
4455 Avenue A, #101
St. Augustine 

St. Augustine Beach City
Hall
2200 A1A South
St. Augustine 

Southeast Branch Library
6670 US 1 South
St. Augustine

Hastings Branch Library
6195 S. Main St
Hastings

GENERAL ELECTION            NOVEMBER 8, 2022

Due to the 2020 Census and Redistricting process, voting districts,
precinct lines, and some Election Day polling locations have
changed. Visit WWW.VOTESJC.GOV for more information.

4455 Avenue A, Suite 101 St. Augustine, FL 32095   ·   904-823-2238   ·   www.votesjc.gov

We are here to serve you. Please visit our office,
call, or use our online forms and resources

 to help you prepare for Election Day.

MAKE SURE YOUR VOTE COUNTS!
Has your signature changed? If your signature on your voter record and
signature on your vote-by-mail ballot certificate envelope do not match,
your vote-by-mail ballot may not count. Update your signature using a
Florida voter registration application.

Drop your vote-by-mail ballot in a Secure Ballot Intake Station at any early
voting location during the hours of voting. Your voted mail ballot must be
received by the Supervisor of Elections Office no later than 7 PM on
Election Day, November 8, 2022. If your vote-by-mail ballot is returned
late, it will not count.

Register to vote
Check your voter status
Change your address before you vote
Verify your polling place
Track the mailing and receipt of your vote-by-mail ballot
View and print your sample ballot

Tuesday, November 8, 2022
Polls are open 7 AM to 7 PM

When voting on Election Day, you
must vote at the precinct of your
legal residence!

October 26 - November 5, 2022 Includes two Saturdays and a Sunday!
8 AM to 6 PM  Daily at all locations

ON OUR WEBSITE     www.votesjc.gov

EARLY VOTING

ELECTION DAY
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Nease theater 
set to showcase 
“Bye Bye Birdie”

By Anthony Richards
Nease Theater will do its first production of 

the school year and it comes in the form of the 
popular musical “Bye Bye Birdie.”

There are four performances scheduled over 
a three-day period Nov. 2, 3 and 5 with each 
day having a 6:30 p.m. showing, the only 
exception being Nov. 5 which will also have a 
1:30 p.m. show as part of a doubleheader.

“The great thing about theater is that there 
is a synergy between the performers and the 
audience,” Nease High theater instructor Mark 
Robinson said. “You play off the audience and 
they feed off of you. That doesn’t happen in 
T.V. or film.”

Robinson is in his first year at the school, 
but it did not take long for him to realize the 
potential the school has in its theater program.

“I can’t believe the amount of talent we 
have at this school, and they’re all terrific 

kids,” Robinson said. “It still wows me.”
Robinson chose to do “Bye Bye Birdie” 

after he watched how the students performed 
“Mama Mia!” last spring. He was a member 
of the audience at that time, but once he got 
the job he knew the current group had what it 
took to pull it off.

“My first professional acting job was a pro-
duction of ‘Bye Bye Birdie’ in 1992,” Robin-
son said. “It’s been a show I’ve wanted to do 
for a while now.”

Nease has done its musical production in 
the spring in recent years, but this it will open 
things up.

According to Robinson, musicals present 
different aspects from a traditional play.

“There’s just so many more components that 
have to be in place and accounted for with a 

BIRDIE  continues on Page 34
Photo by Anthony Richards

“Bye Bye Birdie” will be the Nease theater program’s fall production.
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Forson clarifies School Board action on class size
By Shaun Ryan

On Thursday, Oct. 13, St. Johns 
County School Superintendent Tim For-
son sent a video to parents and district 
staff responding to stories by area news 
outlets regarding a recent School Board 
action on class size.

Referring to news stories saying the 
district is allowing class sizes to exceed 
the state limit, Forson expressed frustra-
tion.

“The headlines seem to be more im-
portant than reporting and understanding 
of the actions of the School Board,” he 
says in the video. “I want to assure you 
that our way of work has not changed, 
and we’ll continue to staff schools ap-
propriately.”

The issue concerns an agenda item the 
board addresses annually regarding class 
size flexibility as described in a 2011 
state law.

That law allows districts to make tem-
porary exceptions to statutory maximums 
in class size when it is determined that 
adhering to them would be impractical, 
educationally unsound or disruptive to 
student learning.

These exceptions become necessary 
when families move into the district after 
the October student membership survey 
and accommodations must be made for 

the new students.
Current public school class size maxi-

mums were established in 2003, a year 
after voters approved an amendment to 
the state constitution setting limits in 
the number of students in core classes, 
such as math, English, social studies 
and science. It does not apply to elective 
courses.

The amendment restricts the number 
of students per classroom in kindergarten 
through grade three to 18, in grades four 
through eight to 22 and in grades nine 
through 12 to 25.

The limitations were implemented 
over the following decade, during which 
the Legislature established the rules for 
flexible accommodations.

Exceptions allow for up to three newly 
enrolled students to be assigned to a 
teacher in kindergarten through grade 
three and up to five in other grades. The 
district is required then to develop a plan 
returning the school to full compliance 
by the following October school study.

“Historically,” Forson said, “pass-
ing of this resolution has had minimal 
impact on our schools or our classrooms. 
It is not, as has been implied or stated, a 
resolution that is the result of growth in 
the county.”

He said that, last year, the average 
class size for kindergarten through grade 

three in the district was 1.7 students be-
low the cap. In grades four through eight, 
the average was 3.2 students below the 
cap. And in grades nine through 12, the 
average was 4.6 students below the cap.

“While there are individual classrooms 
that will exceed the class size due to new 
students, on average, we have maintained 

well below what is outlined in this reso-
lution,” Forson said.

 He added that, “It’s very unfortunate 
that the reporting has caused unnecessary 
concern in the community and a false 
sense that class size decision-making is 
any different this year than it has been in 
previous years.”

If your child has a special talent in the arts, Douglas Anderson School of the Arts can help 
foster their growth and excellence as students, grades 9 through 12, are carefully nurtured 
through inten sive study.

Established as an arts school in 1985, the school attracts students from all parts of North Florida 
and South Georgia who have talent in dance, in strumental or vocal music, performance or 
technical theater, film and video pro duction, creative writing and visual arts.

A high academic standard — coupled with broad arts curriculum — offers students an 
opportunity to excel in a chosen discipline while preparing them for post-secondary 
education.

To learn more about the school and its programming, go to douglasander sonSOTA  
on Facebook, or online at da-arts.org.

For more information 
about DA and auditions 
visit DA-arts.org
2445 San Diego Rd., 
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Where Arts and Academics 
Meet ExcellenceA Duval County Public High School

TRANSFORMING LIVES,  
ONE ARTIST AT TIME.

New Beginnings Gallery Show
Opening September 29

Running through November 4 
Admission: Free

 
Audition Dates for 2022-23: 

Jan. 15 & Jan 21, 2023 • 
EXTRAVAGANZA: Feb. 10, 2023
Please visit the www.da-arts.org  

for more information  
and audition requirements



Ponte Vedra Recorder · October 20, 2022 SCHOOL IS COOL   33

They Will See the World While They’re Here.

It’s an Education for a Lifetime.

Bolles.org  |  Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School.

BOARDING AND STUDYING 

WITH STUDENTS OF ALL 

FAITHS, CULTURES  

AND BACKGROUNDS FROM 

AROUND THE WORLD 

PROVIDES VIBRANT, MORE 

INCLUSIVE EDUCATIONAL 

EXPERIENCES. 

Ocean Palms names Teachers and 
Employee of the Year

The teachers and staff at Ocean 
Palms Elementary School have 
submitted their nominations for the 
teachers and employee of the 2022-
23 school year. Those selected 
were Amanda Nannetti, Teacher of 
the Year; Jessica Webster, Rookie 
Teacher of the Year; and Zane Wil-
liams, Employee of the Year. 

Nannetti has taught at Ocean 
Palms for the past four years and 
been an educator for six years, get-
ting her start in Wisconsin.

She has been a member of the 
school’s Sunshine Committee, 
which helps build comradery at 
OPE, since she started. She serves 
as the committee’s co-chair and as 
the lead teacher for her grade.

“Being blessed with such won-
derful colleagues has helped me 
grow into becoming the fourth-
grade teacher I am today,” she said.

Webster has taught for seven 
years, starting in Tennessee and 
continuing her career at OPE 
for the past three years. She also 
serves on the Sunshine Committee.

Additionally, she is a coach for 

Girls on the Run this year where 
she helps girls gain confidence in 
both their physical abilities and 
social endeavors.

Having taken some time away 
from the profession to raise her 
children, she started back at OPE 
as an associate teacher. Last year, 
she taught her own class in second 
grade.

“The day that I was announced 
Rookie Teacher of the Year, I 
had a group at my door from my 
second-grade classroom giving me 
hugs and sweet congratulations,” 
she said. “At that point, I knew 
that I had really made a difference 
last year, and I’d made the right 
decision in coming back into the 
classroom.”

Williams, an ESE support facili-
tator, has been at OPE for the last 
four years. He is currently assisting 
students in a first-grade class. From 
helping out in the morning carline 
to riding the bus in the afternoon 
with a student, Williams is always 
willing to lend a helping hand.

Contributed photo
Pictured from left are Zane Williams, OPE Employee of the Year; Amanda Nannetti, OPE Teacher of the Year; 
and Jessica Webster, OPE Rookie Teacher of the Year.
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EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

musical,” Robinson said.
However, the group has been rehears-

ing since the second week in August and 
Robinson believes all the pieces and skill 
sets are in place to have a memorable 
showing.

“They’ve been rehearsing pretty much 
every day since then, even with some 
Saturday rehearsals,” Robinson said. 
“We did lose four rehearsals because of 
(Tropical Storm) Ian, but they’ve picked 
it up and we’re back on track.”

One of the leading roles is held by 
senior Troy Leatherman, and although he 
has played a leading role before, it is his 
first lead in a musical.

However, he has come to really enjoy 
the unique challenge associated with 
musicals.

“Some of the differences are obvious 
when it comes to the singing and dancing, 
which you will have some dancing in a 
straight play, but the songs and dance in a 
musical all tell a story,” Leatherman said. 
“A musical is really fun to put together as 
a cast, because there’s more people and 
you feel more united. You’re all singing, 
dancing and acting together.”

He first got his taste of theater while 
in seventh and eighth grade as part of 
classes, but after focusing on playing 
sports his freshman year, he joined the 

high school theater program as a sopho-
more.

“I decided to do every show that I 
could, and it all just skyrocketed from 
there,” Leatherman said.

The past three years has been a time for 
making incredible memories and lasting 
friendships and he is looking forward for 
what his senior year has to offer.

“When you first go up on that stage 
after rehearsing for months, the feeling 
that you get is amazing,” Leatherman 
said. “You really feel like a professional 
performer, no matter if it’s community 
theater, high school theater or profes-
sional. You know the people watching 
are taking time out of their lives to watch 
you and it really motivates you to do your 
homework and get your performance to 
the best of its ability.”

It takes the contributions of so many 
to make “Bye Bye Birdie” a smooth 
production, with 34 students as part of 
the cast and 14 others working behind 
the scenes to make the magic happen in 
several different areas, such as costumes 
and technology.

“They all come with a lot of enthu-
siasm, and that is all you can ask for,” 
Robinson said. “I think back to when 
I was their age, and it seems like teen 
performers really ride the adrenaline of 
opening night.”

Links to purchase tickets for each of 
the shows can be found on the Nease 
Spirit Facebook page.

Birdie 
Continued from 31

7 study tips for high school students
Assessments such as quizzes and 

exams help educators recognize areas 
where students are excelling and where 
they might need a little extra help. Test-
ing may come easier to some students 
than others, but having solid study 
techniques can improve students’ perfor-
mance on a wide range of exams. 

1. Find value in the lessons.
Many students lament that what they 

learn in school just isn’t relevant in daily 
life. That can make the subject matter 
feel less important and uninteresting. 
Finding value in what one is learning and 
seeing how it can be applied outside of 
the classroom may make a student more 
inclined to learn and retain information.

2. Avoid distractions.
Study time is time to take a break from 

social media, video games and any other 
distractions that can pull a student away 
from studying. Constantly checking noti-
fications can interrupt thoughts and make 
it hard to learn the material.

3. Establish a study schedule.
Develop a system and a schedule for 

studying. Students should establish a 
fixed habit of studying each day or week. 
Over time, studying will become routine.

4. Establish dedicated study spots.
Students should locate places that 

work best for them as study and home-
work stations. Certain individuals may 
need the quiet of a library or a bookstore. 

Others may do best with the hum of 
conversation around them or in a group. 
There’s no right or wrong study spot. 
Maintaining consistency will help the 
mind associate a place with studying. 

5. Use grades as benchmarks and 
motivators.

Blaming a teacher for a poor grade 
won’t get a student anywhere. Rather, 
grades should indicate how well one is 
learning the material, and in turn, the 
effectiveness of students’ studying habits. 
Students can tweak their habits if they 
find their grades are not where they want 
them to be.

6. Rephrase material.
Textbook language can be dry and 

unappealing. Students can try putting the 
material into their own words or rephrase 
passages to make them easier to remem-
ber and recall. Similarly, teaching or 
sharing the material with another person 
also may improve retention.

7. Make a formula sheet.
Depending on the subject, having a 

sheet with shortcuts, formulas or dia-
grams can put the material into smaller 
bursts of information that are easier to 
digest. Along this same vein, writing in-
formation down can help improve recall.

These are a few study tips that high 
schoolers can utilize to improve their 
grades so they can be more successful in 
school. 
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STRUGGLES TO READ & SPELL
STRUGGLES TO WRITE SENTENCES
STRUGGLES WITH MATH
NO MORE STRUGGLES AFTER
THE MORRIS CENTER
PONTE VEDRA BEACH
#TooGoodToBeTrue-for34years

www.TheMorrisCenterPVB.com
(904)834-2482
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

EnterCircle Summit returns to celebrate entrepreneurship
By Shaun Ryan

 
Anyone who has any interest in busi-

ness, entrepreneurship or simply making 
things happen in the marketplace will 
want to be at the link in mid-November 
for the second annual EnterCircle Sum-
mit.

This three-day event will feature more 
than 50 speakers and successful busi-
ness professionals and opportunities to 
collaborate with like-minded thinkers to 
develop new ideas and strengthen existing 
business endeavors.

“The intent of it is to celebrate entrepre-
neurship,” said link co-founder Gurpreet 
Misra.

But one does not have to own a busi-
ness or even be a boss to benefit from the 
summit. One simply has to have the spirit 
of the entrepreneur.

“You are an innovator, an initiator or a 
key team member who wants to move the 
needle,” Misra said in describing summit 
participants.

EnterCircle is a project of the nonprofit 
Sapna Foundation, which participates in 
poverty alleviation through its support for 
education, workforce development and 
small business resiliency. The event grew 
out of a desire by Misra to celebrate Glob-
al Women’s Entrepreneurship Day, which 
is Nov. 19. About 85% of purchases and 
nearly $20 trillion in global spending is 
credited to women.

As an entrepreneur herself alongside 
her husband, Raghu, Misra wanted to do 
something to recognize this in 2021.

The idea grew from there to include 
youth – the leaders of the future – and 
others. 

EnterCircle 2021 had more than 250 
attendees and a broad representation from 
the private, government, nonprofit and 
education sectors. More than 10 startup 
pitches went on to compete, and the St. 

Johns County Board of County Commis-
sioners issued a proclamation declaring 
Entrepreneurial Week.

The event’s success guaranteed further 
EnterCircle summits, the second of which 
is this year.

The first day of the three-day summit 
is Nov. 16, with the focus being a Youth 
Symposium for participants ages 17-25. 
Organizers are trying to connect with all 
the area universities and schools to be a 
part of this event.

Students will have an opportunity to 
gain knowledge from successful busi-
ness leaders, participate in discussions 
and gain insights into possibilities that 
exist locally, nationally and globally. 
International students will participate in a 
roundtable conversation to share their rich 
experiences.

Day two, Nov. 17, will be Startups/
Small Business Day. For-profit and 
nonprofit organizations will discuss 
challenges, advancements, innovative 
solutions and resilient leadership in start-
ing and sustaining businesses. A highlight 
will be a structured business pitch process 
for budding entrepreneurs and startup 
founders.

From 5:30 to 7 p.m. that day, there will 
be a business expo. This is a good way 
for businesses, particularly those that may 
not have a traditional storefront, to con-
nect with other businesses, professionals, 
customers and the public in general.

The third day, Nov. 18, will be Wom-
en’s Entrepreneurship Day. The focus will 
be challenges of women in leadership, 
and the event will cover entrepreneurship, 
politics and more. Panel discussions will 
feature women who are leaders in differ-
ent sectors, such as architecture, engineer-
ing and politics.

Registration for EnterCircle 2022 is 
open right now and tickets can be pur-
chased at Eventbrite. To register, go to 

entercircle.zone.
The link is a state-of-the-art space 

where entrepreneurs and business profes-
sionals collaborate. It’s a business incuba-

tor and community center that hosts an 
array of events, classes and camps. It is 
located at 425 Town Plaza Ave., Ponte 
Vedra Beach.

Photos provided by the link
EnterCircle 2021 demonstrated that the entrepreneurship summit was something area 
residents would support. Pictured from left are Lorena Inclan, director of the St. Johns County 
Office of Public Affairs; Joy Andrews, deputy county administrator; and Gurpreet and Raghu 
Misra, link cofounders.

EnterCircle 2021 featured a number of presentations and discussions, including a focus on 
women who are professionals.
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AT THE LINK

By Shaun Ryan 

The link has been called the workplace 
of the future. However, the state-of-the-
art co-working space, business incubator 
and community centerpiece in Nocatee is 
something more. It’s also a space out of 
which offices of several major companies 
operate.

Case in point: Tim Simokonis, producer 
and partner for Lockton Companies’ 
Southeast region, does business with 
major, big-name clients all from his office 
at the link, a fact that he calls “amazing.” 
These are clients with universally recog-
nized names; some of them multi-billion-
dollar businesses.

Lockton Companies, the world’s largest 
privately held insurance brokerage firm, is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri. 
It provides insurance, risk management, 
employee benefits and retirement services. 
In the fiscal year ending on April 30, 
Lockton posted record-breaking revenue 
of $2.7 billion and maintains a 97% client 
retention rate.

Much of its successful growth has been 
attributed to the philosophy of the com-
pany’s founder, Jack Lockton, who once 
said of his team, “Lockton did not make 
any of these people. Their specialness 
came from their moms and dads and all of 
their life experiences. We have just found 
each other, and the right kind of people 

have been very attracted to being part of 
what we are all about. It has almost been 
just that simple.”

Lockton operates more than 100 loca-
tions in 125 countries, and one of those 
locations is Simokonis’ office at the link.

“My job is to bring new business to 
Lockton and retain Lockton’s existing 
business” in this region, said Simokonis.

He first moved to Nocatee two years 
ago as the pandemic was forcing profes-
sionals to find new ways to conduct busi-
ness. Simokonis began by working from 
home, with the idea we would transition at 
some point to a traditional office building.

He found that working from home just 
wasn’t the right fit for him. But by fortu-
itous timing, he’d arrived in Nocatee just 
as the link was preparing to open. It was 
only a half mile from his house, which 
made it convenient.

Now, he finds that the excitement and 
activity at the link adds something to his 
workday, something he couldn’t find at 
home. Here, Simokonis can indulge in 
those things that he likes best about his 
job: interacting with clients, networking 
and collaborating on solutions to complex 
problems.

“I love it, because it allows me to get 
out,” he said. “I’m not in a room with my 
door shut. Even though I don’t know a lot 
of the people there, I get the energy from 

people working around me and interact-
ing. To me, I feel like I’m part of a bigger 
office.”

He enjoys meeting new people and finds 
the environment at the link conducive to 
making connections. Where else can a 
professional interact closely with lead-
ers in other fields over a cup of coffee, 
swapping ideas and exploring the business 
landscape outside their silos?

Simokonis was born and raised in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. His family was 
in the insurance business, and though he 
entered the same line of work, he estab-
lished himself in another sector of the 
insurance field.

“I took a commission-only sales job 
with an insurance firm during grad school 
because I needed money,” he said. “That 
just led from one job to a bigger job to a 
bigger job.”

Ten years ago, he met the woman who 
would become is wife during a vacation in 
Fort Lauderdale. They settled in Miami, 
and today have three children.

Three years ago, Simokonis went 
to work for Lockton. He said, “Part of 
Lockton’s great culture ingrains family 
organization and afforded my family and I 
to relocate a year later.”

“We love it,” Simokonis said. “You get, 
really, three seasons – compared to South 
Florida, where it’s just perpetual summer. 

We wanted some cooler weather.”
In some ways, he said this area reminds 

him of Cape Cod.
Of course, another thing you won’t find 

in South Florida is a facility like the link, 
which is known for its welcoming ap-
proach to the families of its professionals.

“I love it here,” Simokonis said. “My 
kids have participated in the programs. 
We’ve gone to the Daddy-Daughter 
Dance. I enjoy getting involved in the 
community.”

The link is located at 425 Town Plaza 
Ave., Ponte Vedra Beach. To learn more, 
go to thelink.zone.

Successful executive finds right base of operations at the link

Tim Simokonis

‘Halloween Harvest’ is Farmers Market theme
The Nocatee Farmers Market on 

Saturday, Oct. 15, was a “Hallow-
een Harvest,” featuring pumpkin 
carving, live music by Ramona + 
The Riot and shopping from more 
than 60 vendors. Also, the Blue 
Water Bar was open. Attendees were 
encouraged to dress in costume.

 Photos by Susan Griffin
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Nikic, Horschel serve as guest speakers at Tesori Clinic
By Anthony Richards

For seven years now the Tesori Family 
Foundation has held an all-star kids clinic 
at TPC Sawgrass with the latest one tak-
ing place Oct. 12.

An emotional moment was shared as 
Chris Nikic served as a guest speaker at 
the clinic just days after being the first 
person with Down syndrome to complete 
the Kona Ironman World Championship, 
regarded as one of the toughest and most 

prestigious triathlons in the world.
According to Paul Tesori, Nikic being 

there and sharing his story with the at-
tendees was probably the most important 
part of the whole day, because it shows 
what they can accomplish no matter what 
they may be faced with.

“To be able to do what he did with 
Down syndrome, I almost can’t even 
fathom how he was able to do that,” 
Tesori said.

The clinics themselves have been going 

on for nine years total at various loca-
tions in the U.S. The goal of the clinics 
is to present a community event where 
families with children with special needs 
can gather and have fun through the game 
of golf.

“I think ‘surreal’ is the right word 
because it goes by kind of fast,” Tesori 
said. “A day like today has been really 
emotional for me because you can’t help 
but look back.”

One of the main messages both Nikic 
and Tesori shared during the event was 
that God has a purpose for everyone in 
life.

“When COVID hit we had more than 
20 (clinics) scheduled, and we’re back to 
like five now,” Tesori said. “That part was 
hard to go through, because we really 
thought it was ready to take off, but then 
to look today and have full participation 
and a full docket of kids is awesome.”

PGA Tour golfer Billy Horschel was 
also on hand after getting a text from 
Paul Tesori asking if he could make an 
appearance at the event.

“He literally texted me this morning,” 
Horschel chuckled. “I’ve known Paul for 
a while now, and I was part of the second 
one they ever had up in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, years ago. It’s special just 
to see kids getting involved. It doesn’t 
matter what skill level or what their goal 
is; to see it put a smile on their face is 
what’s so great about the game of golf.”

Horschel has younger children himself, 
which allowed him to put the event into 
even more perspective, because he knows 
what it means to be a parent and to want 
to be there for your children no matter 
what.

“I remember when Michelle was 
pregnant and when Isaiah was born 
and hearing the news that he had Down 
syndrome,” Horschel said. “To see how 
they’ve dealt with it and what their mis-
sion was right after he was born. Kids 
bring so much joy to life with the inno-
cence that they have.”

The clinic participants took their turns 
at various stations practicing and having 

fun putting, chipping and driving.
“To see kids out here smoking it, 

and hit 100-yard drives is incredible,” 
Horschel said. “It puts a smile on my 
face, so I definitely know it puts one on 
theirs as well.”

The support of partners within the 
community is important for the founda-
tion, and it is something Tesori has never 
taken for granted.

“Just look at what THE PLAYERS 
has allowed us to do, we’re at the (TPC 
Sawgrass) Stadium Course right now and 
basically have enough space for a par-3 
course,” Tesori said. “It’s amazing the 
amount that they have allowed us to take 
over.”

The Tesori Foundation hosted one of its all-star kids clinics at TPC Sawgrass Oct. 12.The clinic provided an opportunity to have fun for both participants and their families.

Photos by Anthony Richards
Chris Nikic shared some words of wisdom 
as a guest speaker at the event just days 
after becoming the first person with Down 
syndrome to complete the Kona Ironman 
World Championship.

It was the seventh time an all-star kids clinic 
had been held at the TPC Sawgrass Stadium 
Course.
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Vicar’s Landing at Oak Bridge moves in first residents
By Anthony Richards

After years of planning and construct-
ing, Vicar’s Landing at Oak Bridge has 
officially welcomed its first residents.

The residents that have moved into 
the senior living community have 
moved into cottages that were com-
pleted as part of the first phase of the 
project.

According to Dale Pirkle, chief oper-
ating officer at Vicar’s Landing, seeing 
the project finally come to life is a great 
sight after years of planning.

“It’s really been exciting to be a part 
of it all,” Pirkle said. “My goal now is to 
get it over the finish line and that’s what 
I’m focused on.”

The property includes a seven-acre 
lake that will eventually be stocked with 
fish so that residents can have the oppor-
tunity to do some fishing.

The needs of the residents were 
always at the forefront during the con-
struction and recreation was definitely a 
need discussed.

As a result, the clubhouse contains a 
gym and fitness room for any kind of 
cardio workout or classes, such as yoga.

One of the unique things about it 
is the community feel that Pirkle said 
hopes to be established. That includes 
allowing the opportunity for residents at 
Vicar’s Landing Sawgrass to also take 
advantage of the interesting amenities at 
the Oak Bridge location, and vice versa.

“We’ve already brought some of our 
current members over here because 
we wanted them to see it,” Pirkle said. 

“They’re not joined at the hip, but we 
look at it as if they are all just one big 
community. To have another option is 
huge.”

So far Pirkle has received positive 
feedback from those that have moved in, 
and that means a lot to him.

“Most people have said how much 
they love it,” Pirkle said. “It’s always 
good when you hear back and you know 
that they appreciate all that you’ve 
done.”

The clubhouse is expected to serve as 
the hub of the community and includes 
a giant dining room where residents can 
go to interact and enjoy fresh meals pre-
pared by the cooking staff on location.

An outdoor pool is also part of the 
clubhouse design.

According to Pirkle, the initial 
thought was to make the pool and 
indoor one, but after consideration an 
outdoor one was settled on.

“When we started thinking about it, 
and indoor pool just doesn’t lend itself 
to the thought of people getting together 
and socializing,” Pirkle said.   

While finishing touches are done on 
phase one, attention has already turned 
to phase two, which is underway and 
will include multi-level flats with a 
parking garage included on the ground 
level.

“All the cottages (phase one) are ex-
pected to be occupied by toward the end 
of January,” Pirkle said. “It’s kind of a 
gradual introduction at this point, but 

VICAR’S  continues on Page 40

Photos by Anthony Richards
Looking down on the dining room in the clubhouse at Vicar’s Landing at Oak Bridge.

A gym in the clubhouse will allow residents to 
stay fit and healthy.

A seven-acre lake on the property will soon 
be stocked with fish to give residents the 
recreational opportunity to fish.



we’re planning an official grand open-
ing sometime around December, because 
we’ll be having people start moving into 
the flats by that time.” 

There will be 33 units per flat that are 
being sold and each flat will consist of 
five levels.

He expects that the demographics of 
Vicar’s Landing at Oak Bridge to be dif-
ferent from that of the Sawgrass location 
based on the interest and sales of the 
units to this point.

“Most of the people that have been 
moving in here (Oak Bridge) are a bit 
younger,” Pirkle said. “We have 355 
people currently at our Sawgrass campus 
and the average age is about 86. Eighty 
percent of the people moving in here so 
far have been couples.”

Making sure to have amenities in place 

that cater to both men and women was 
another important aspect that went into 
the design, which led to a hair salon and 
massage therapy room to also be added as 
part of the clubhouse structure.

Future development to the community 
will include another flat and a memory 
care facility, which will all be part of the 
project’s phase three portion.

Despite all the attention going on of 
late to construct the property at Oak 
Bridge, it does not mean that the original 
Vicar’s Landing community has been 
forgotten. In fact, Pirkle said that just the 
opposite has taken place. 

“At the same time, we’ve also begun 
doing master planning on our current 
campus, as we’ve hired architects to 
look at it and see how we can help out 
to update it by using what we’ve learned 
with this latest project,” Pirkle said. 
“We’re looking at everything to see the 
ways in which we might be able to make 
it better.”
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VyStar executive speaks at joint Chamber lunch
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte 

Vedra Beach Division recently held its joint lunch with 
the JAX Chamber. Jenny Vipperman, chief lending of-
ficer at VyStar Credit Union, was the speaker. She spoke 
about how VyStar is demonstrating its commitment 
to the communities it serves by the establishment of a 
charitable foundation and through the CDFI designa-
tion. Fields Auto Group sponsors the Chamber at Noon 
events.

Contributed photos

Pictured from left are Tierney Anderson, Fields Auto Group; 
Tom Patton, chair, Beaches Division – Jax Chamber; Josh Hull, 
VyStar Nocatee; Kathleen Floryan, chair, Ponte Vedra Beach 
Division – St. Johns County Chamber; and Jenny Vipperman, 
speaker, chief lending officer, VyStar Credit Union.

The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra 
Beach Division recently held its joint lunch with the JAX 
Chamber.

Jenny Vipperman, chief lending officer with VyStar Credit 
Union, addresses a joint gathering of the St. Johns County 
Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division and the 
JAX Chamber.

Jenny Vipperman, chief lending officer with VyStar Credit 
Union, speaks to a joint gathering of the St. Johns County 
Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division and the 
JAX Chamber.

Vicar’s 
Continued from 39

The first residents have moved into the completed portion of the first phase of Vicar’s Landing 
at Oak Bridge.

A hair salon is one of the amenities offered to residents.
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Grand 
opening at 
Silverleaf

Silverleaf, the new ICI Homes gated community, held 
a grand opening celebration from noon to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, Oct. 15, at 26 Night Owl Court, St. Augustine.

There were fun family activities, including face paint-
ing, balloon animals, snow cones, mini donuts, a DJ and 
more.

 Photos by Susan Griffin

Grocer offers aid and recovery following Hurricane Ian
Southeastern Grocers Inc. (SEG), par-

ent company and home of Fresco y Más, 
Harveys Supermarket and Winn-Dixie 
grocery stores, together with the SEG 
Gives Foundation, has expanded its sup-
port of Florida customers and associates 
in the days following the wide path of 
destruction from Hurricane Ian.

SEG has reopened nearly all of its Flor-
ida stores and has extended its current 
in-store community donation benefiting 
the American Red Cross. Winn-Dixie 
also executed relief efforts last week with 
distributions of free water, ice, food and 
cleaning essentials to more than 2,000 
families in the highly impacted areas 

of Englewood, Port Charlotte and Pine 
Island.

The grocer activated mobile pharma-
cies to offer preventive vaccines and 
essential medications, along with food 
pantries to provide shelf-stable products, 
fresh produce, water, ice and essential 
cleaning supplies in affected areas where 
stores remain closed.

“Nothing prepares you for seeing Hur-
ricane Ian’s wrath on our communities, 
but with more than 95 years of experi-
ence serving customers in the Southeast, 
we know firsthand the dangers a hur-
ricane can bring,” said Anthony Hucker, 
president and CEO of Southeastern 

Grocers. “We will continue to support our 
associates and neighbors in the recovery 
process with the essentials they need 
most, along with critical medications 
to aid the health and wellness of our 
customers and their families. While the 
road to recovery may be long, we know 
Floridians are resilient and we embrace 
our responsibility to support our com-
munities in the wake of this devastating 
storm in their time of greatest need. We 
are stronger together.”

Additionally, the grocer’s extended 
in-store community donation program 
benefits the American Red Cross, and 
customers can help equip the nonprofit 

by donating $1, $5 or simply rounding 
up their grocery bill while shopping their 
local Fresco y Más, Harveys Supermarket 
and Winn-Dixie stores.

Every dollar donated through SEG’s 
community donation program will sup-
port Red Cross Disaster Relief, which 
provides essential aid to those affected 
by disasters across the country, including 
food, shelter, relief supplies, emotional 
support, recovery planning and other 
assistance. The grocer also donated 
$250,000 to the American Red Cross 
earlier this year in preparation for this 

GROCER continues on Page 42
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A look at major career 
changes in the area

Jaros named new 
Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital president

Following a 
nationwide search, 
Baptist Health in 
Northeast Florida has 
hired Allegra Jaros 
as hospital president 

for Wolfson Children’s Hospital.
Jaros will join the hospital in January 

2023, succeeding Michael D. Aubin, who 
served as hospital president from Janu-
ary 2011 to Oct. 3, 2022. Under Aubin’s 
leadership, Wolfson Children’s Hospital 
grew into a regional network of pediatric 
care designed to ensure access to high-
quality specialty care for every child in 
our region.

Jaros will continue to advance its 
mission of improving the health of the 
region’s children through patient- and 
family-centered care, education, research 
and child advocacy.

Since 2014, Jaros has served as 
president of John R. Oishei Children’s 
Hospital in Buffalo, N.Y., a regional 
pediatric referral center for trauma, surgi-
cal and medical care, including neonatal, 
perinatal and obstetric services. Jaros is 
responsible for successfully completing 
the design and development of the $272 
million Oishei Children’s Hospital, which 
opened in 2017.

In addition, she is responsible for 
enterprise-wide strategy execution as 
system vice president for Kaleida Health. 
Kaleida is western New York’s largest 
health care system, which includes 11 
hospitals, two skilled nursing facilities, 

two joint-ventured surgery centers, a 
large physician practice group and an 
academic partnership with University at 
Buffalo Medical School.

Prior to her current role, she held pro-
gressive leadership roles at Women and 
Children’s Hospital of Buffalo and was 
named its chief operating officer in 2012. 

After receiving a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in finance, Jaros earned 
her Master of Business Administration 
degree with an emphasis on health care 
from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., 
and was recognized as an “Outstanding 
MBA.”

Dentist earns highest distinction in 
field

Dr. Alan M. Krantz DDS recently 
became the first dentist in Jacksonville 
to earn the highest distinction and level 
of achievement in dental sleep medicine 
when he became a Diplomate. Krantz 
now adds Diplomate ABDSM (American 
Board of Dental Sleep Medicine) to his 
name.

Krantz served the Jacksonville commu-
nity for 24 years at his practice, Krantz 
Dental Care. In 2021, he decided to close 
his doors and pursue a different area of 
expertise. 

In November 2021, he opened his 
new practice, Dental Sleep Medicine of 
Jacksonville, which also serves Ponte 
Vedra, St. Augustine, Amelia Island and 
Fernandina Beach.

Krantz graduated from Case Western 
Reserve School of Dentistry in Cleve-
land. He is a member of the American 
Dental Association, Florida Dental 
Association, Northeast District Dental 
Association of Florida, Academy of Gen-
eral Dentistry and American Academy of 
Dental Sleep Medicine.

Dan Howat joins 
United Community 
Bank as senior vice 
president

United Com-
munity Bank has 
added Dan Howat as 
senior vice presi-
dent, middle market 

relationship manager to its Florida-based 
team. In this role, Howat will lead the de-
velopment and coordination of United’s 
middle market strategy while growing the 
bank’s footprint within Florida.  

Howat comes to United with more 
than 30 years of experience in the bank-
ing industry. In his most recent role, he 
served as the managing director at TD 
Bank where he was focused on building 
and maintaining client relationships. Prior 
to joining TD Bank, Howat had a long 
successful career at JPMorgan Chase. 

He received his bachelor’s degree in 
economics from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill where he was 
a cross-country/track & field student-
athlete. In his free time, Howat enjoys 
kayaking and golfing.   

Christine Krajewski 
MD joins Flagler 
Health+ Primary 
Care

Christine Krajews-
ki MD, a board-certi-
fied family medicine 
physician, has joined 
Flagler Health+’s 
expanding network 

of primary care providers. 
Providing versatile care for patients 

from newborns through geriatrics, Kra-
jewski is now scheduling appointments 

for new patients at the Flagler Health+ 
Primary Care office at Whetstone Place, 
located at 100 Whetstone Place, Suite 
105, on the campus of Flagler Hospital in 
St. Augustine.

A board-certified family medicine phy-
sician, Krajewski joined Flagler Health+ 
after completing her residency at the 
Grand Strand Medical Center in Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. While there, she 
was named the most outstanding resident.

After having earned her Bachelor of 
Science Degree from Hofstra University 
in Hempstead, New York, she received 
her Doctorate Degree in Medicine from 
the Ross University School of Medicine 
in Dominica.

Thomas joins Ponte 
Vedra real estate 
office

Johnell Thomas 
has joined Berkshire 
Hathaway Home-
Services Florida 
Network Realty at its 
Ponte Vedra/Nocatee 

office.
Thomas has an extensive consult-

ing background and is passionate about 
building relationships and helping people.

A former collegiate football player 
and graduate of Vanderbilt University, 
he enjoys spending time with his fam-
ily, sports and fitness and the Northeast 
Florida beaches.

For more information, Thomas can 
be reached at 954-401-0463, Johnell.
Thomas@FloridaNetworkRealty.com and 
JohnellThomas.com.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Benchmarks of Success

Allegra Jaros

Dan Howat

Johnell Thomas

Christine 
Krajewski MD

hurricane season, and more than $815,000 to aid and sup-
port disaster relief efforts in 2021.

SEG’s associates continue to be a vital part of these re-
covering communities and the impact of prolonged damage 
or closures to area Fresco y Más, Harveys Supermarket and 
Winn-Dixie stores.

The grocer supports associates through SEG Cares, a 
charitable program that offers assistance for associates by 
associates. SEG kicked off its Hurricane Ian fundraiser to 
benefit SEG Cares with $200,000 donated to aid associates 
impacted by Hurricane Ian. 

SEG was recently featured in Newsweek’s Most Loved 
Workplaces list for 2022, moving up from last year’s rank at 
No. 48 to No. 26 among the top 100 companies recognized 
for employee happiness and satisfaction at work.

Produced in collaboration with the Best Practice Institute, 
a leadership development and benchmark research company, 
the Newsweek list results were determined after survey-
ing more than 1.4 million employees from businesses with 
workforces varying in size from 50 to more than 10,000.

Grocer 
Continued from 41

Contributed photo
Winn-Dixie employees help survivors of Hurricane Ian.
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Tasting Tours launches island-focused option
Those familiar with St. Augustine 

know that the downtown food scene is 
highly popular among tourists and locals 
alike. However, just across the historic 
Bridge of Lions awaits an array of deli-
cious cuisine, specialty cocktails and 
craft beer you can’t find anywhere else.

The Tasting Tours’ all-new Island 
Boulevard Culinary Tour was designed 
specifically to showcase the flavor of 
St. Augustine that lives beyond down-
town — inviting everyone to “eat like a 
local.” Centered around local favorites, 
this all-new culinary adventure invites 
guests to dine at the island’s most popular 
restaurants, sip boutique wines, enjoy 
craft beers and experience one-of-a-kind 
cocktails along the island streets. 

“Anastasia Island has so much to of-
fer,” said Andrea Jones, CEO of The Tast-
ing Tours. “From incredible cuisine, cre-
ative drinks and a relaxing atmosphere, 
there truly is something for everyone. 
Unfortunately, most people visiting our 
city never venture onto the island because 
they don’t know where to start. That’s 
why we created the Island Boulevard Cu-
linary Tour, to showcase the island’s most 
beloved businesses and teach visitors that 
there’s more to St. Augustine than just 
downtown.”

Led by a St. Augustine restaurant 
insider, The Island Boulevard Culinary 
Tour invites guests to sit back and relax 
as they are chauffeured on a city explora-
tion in an open-air electric vehicle to four 
of Anastasia Island’s most popular dining 

destinations with locations, changing 
from tour to tour.

For example, dive into a specialty 
grilled cheese at Sarbez!, try the Food 
Network-famous burger at Gas Full 
Service Restaurant and raise a glass with 
a specialty cocktail at Odd Birds Kitchen 
& Cocktail Lounge.

Guests will also stop at the fan-favorite 
boutique hotel, The Local — St. Augus-
tine, for a quick selfie in front of their 
mural to commemorate the occasion.

“What’s so special about this tour is 
that it was designed specifically with 
locals in mind,” Jones said. “We know 
where the locals go, and we wanted to 
share that experience with anyone look-
ing for a taste of St. Augustine. Whether 
you’re a longtime local or a first-time 
visitor, I know this tour will be a memo-
rable and tasty experience.” 

Contributed photos



Apex Theatre Studio will feature two 
fun offerings for its fall season: A silly 
and spooky imagining of a classic and 
a witty and warm musical for the whole 
family. 

“Miss Beth (a retelling of Macbeth)” 
plays Oct. 27-28 in the Black Box The-
atre at Apex Theatre Studio, 425 West 
Town Place, Unit 112, in the World Golf 
Village area of St. Augustine. 

“A Year with Frog and Toad” will 
be held Nov. 4-6 at The Waterworks, 
184 San Marco Ave., in downtown St. 
Augustine. 

“It’s become a tradition that our fall 
studio show is in step with the scary sea-
son,” said Ian Mairs, managing director 
of Apex Theatre Studio. 

“Miss Beth” by Don Zolidis is a hilari-
ous and scary retelling of Shakespeare’s 
“Macbeth” set in the cutthroat world of 
competitive cheerleading.

Beth is pretty and popular, a valued 
member of the Sub-Regional Champion 
competitive cheer squad. When a late-
night Ouija board session proclaims that 
she will become assistant cheer captain, 
an unexpected and ridiculous series of 
supernatural events are triggered.

Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Oct. 27, and Friday, Oct. 28. Tickets 
are $8 and are available at www.apex-
theatrejax.com/events. 

“Audience members are encouraged 
to come in costume,” added Mairs. “We 
will give out a prize each night for the 
best outfit.” 

The fall season continues with the fun 
and friend-centered family musical “A 
Year with Frog and Toad,” a one-hour 
version of the Broadway hit.

Based on Arnold Lobel’s well-loved 
books, this whimsical show follows two 
great friends — the cheerful, popular 
Frog and the rather grumpy Toad — 
through four fun-filled seasons. Waking 
from hibernation in the spring, Frog and 
Toad plant gardens, swim, rake leaves, 
go sledding and learn life lessons along 
the way. The two best friends celebrate 
and rejoice in the differences that make 
them unique and special.

The production is under the direction 
of Joshua Sewell and Isabel Dondero. 

“We are really excited to share this 
sweet tale with families in The Water-
works,” Dondero said. “It will allow 
younger audience members to connect 
with the performers in a friendly and fun 
way.” 

Performances of “A Year with Frog 
and Toad” are 7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 
4; 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 5; and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 6. Seating is limited to 80 
guests. Reservations are recommended. 
Tickets are $15 and are available at 
www.apextheatrejax.com/events. 

Support for these productions has 
been provided by the St. Johns Cultural 
Council and the Tourist Development 
Council of St. Johns County.
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COMING SOON!

12000 Beach Boulevard

WHITE  
CHRISTMAS
Nov. 17 - Dec. 24

THE  
ROCKY HORROR  

SHOW LIVE
Select dates in October

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

SEPTEMBER 29 - 
NOVEMBER 6

DO YOU  
BELIEVE?

John Beard Collection holds ribbon-cutting ceremony

Apex Theatre Studio to stage ‘Miss Beth,’ ‘Frog and Toad’

The following are photos from John Beard Collection’s ribbon-cutting ceremony as it celebrated officially joining the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce. The ribbon-
cutting coincided with the opening of the Collection’s art gallery on County Road 210. According to the Chamber, it was one of the more fun ribbon-cutting ceremonies they have 
ever done.

Photos by Susan Griffin

John Beard Collection held a ribbon-cutting ceremony at its 
art gallery on County Road 210.

John Beard and company showed how happy they are to be 
part of the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce.

A fun time was had by all involved at John Beard Collection’s 
Chamber ribbon-cutting.
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news@pontevedrarecorder.com 

For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

Local golfer to represent Team USA at Women’s PGA Cup

Golf tournament raises funds for YMCA programs

By Anthony Richards

Jennifer Borocz of Ponte Vedra earned 
a spot to compete as part of Team USA at 
the Second Annual Women’s PGA Cup 
Oct. 24-29 in Santa Ana Pueblo, New 
Mexico.

The competition will take place at Twin 
Warriors Golf Club at the Tamaya Resort 
& Spa and the format will consist of 54-
hole stroke play with each team’s lowest 
three scores being counted and the win-
ning team being the one with the lowest 
aggregate total.

Borocz has competed in various events 
over the past couple of years as part of the 
qualifying process, that included golfers 
being given points based on their finish in 
those events.

She is a PGA pro and serves as the 
senior director of membership and finance 
for the North Florida PGA.

According to Borocz, to be one of only 
five players selected to compete on the big 
stage is such an honor.

“Probably the highlight of my career,” 
Borocz said.

Also, the tournament is unique because 

the players will get the chance to represent 
their country, which brings an abounding 
sense of pride for Borocz.

The accomplishment is even more spe-
cial to Borocz because of the journey she 
has been on to get to this point, including 
experiencing a serious back injury that 
sidelined her for seven months.

“They didn’t know if I would ever play 
golf again,” Borocz said.

However, here she is on the verge of not 
only playing again but playing in the big-
gest event of her life.

Because of the path she has taken and 
the obstacles that were encountered along 
it, makes where she is currently at even 
sweeter because in many ways the tourna-
ment will signify the culmination of all 
her hard work and dedication.

Golf has been a part of her life for as 
long as she can remember, after she first 
picked up the sport when she was 11 years 
old.

Her family always had a passion for the 
game, starting with her grandfather who 
played into his 80s.

She wound up getting a golf scholarship 

to Sam Houston State University where 
she became the first to graduate from the 
school’s PGA management golf program.

Team USA won the inaugural event in 
2019 in Austin, Texas, and she hopes she 
can do her part to help the team defend 
their title.

Competing in the event is just the lat-
est in a long line of ways that the game 
of golf has been a major part of her life, 
including spending a stint as head coach 
of Jacksonville University’s women’s golf 
team.

“I’m so thankful for the opportunities 
I’ve been presented,” Borocz said. “The 
golf world is huge, but also very small at 
the same time. I’ve always tried to give 
back through the game any way that I 
can.” 

The ability to give back is what drew 
her to being a coach and now working as a 
PGA pro because those are positions that 
promote growing the game of golf and 
creating future generations of golfers.

That is something that has always been 
on Borocz’s mind, which has made it a 
perfect fit.

Supporters of the First Coast YMCA gath-
ered at the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club on Monday, 
Oct. 10, for the sixth annual Drivers of Change 
Invitational golf tournament. The event brings 
together 100 business and nonprofit leaders in 
Northeast Florida to drive change in the commu-
nity through donations to YMCA programs. 

First Coast YMCA President and CEO Eric 
Mann played in the tournament.

“It’s about the children,” he said. “While we 
enjoy this great Florida weather and the Ponte 
Vedra Inn and Club course, we’re out here for 
one purpose and that’s to support the critical 
programs that have an indelible impact on the 
scholars and teens we serve.”

The Y ended the day with more than $100,000 
raised. The funds will benefit the First Coast 
YMCA Tiger Academy charter school and John-
son Family YMCA Teen Forward Program.

The Y has been a leading nonprofit organiza-
tion working to empower young people, improve 
community health and well-being and inspire 
action in Northeast Florida for more than 100 
years. There are locations in five Northeast 
Florida counties with more than 60 youth-serv-
ing program locations.

For more information about the First Coast 
YMCA, go to fcymca.org.

Photo by Darren Carroll/PGA of America
Ponte Vedra’s Jennifer Borocz will be one of 
five golfers to compete as members of Team 
USA at the Second Annual Women’s PGA Cup 
Oct 24-29 in New Mexico.

Contributed photos
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ACROSS
 1. A way to communicate
 5. Historic city
 9. Not the same
11. Hitting a horse to clear 
a jump
13. One hurt the Titanic
15. Fine dense cloth
16. Architectural structure
17. Where Serena works
19. Stringed instrument
21. Estimate
22. Where sailors work
23. Popular Terry Pratchett 
novel
25. Popular slow cooked 
dish
26. Twisted Sister’s Snider
27. “Office Space” actor 
Stephen
29. Put the ball in the net
31. Ancient Greek city in 
Thrace
33. High school math 
subject
34. Looked into
36. Rhode Island rebellion
38. A pea is one type
39. You can put it on 
something
41. Where golfers begin
43. Make a mistake
44. Semitic Sun god
46. Ancient Greek City
48. Beheaded
52. A place to stay
53. Inanely foolish
54. Most unnatural
56. “Dennis” is one
57. Soothes
58. Exam
59. Leaked blood

DOWN
 1. Triangular bone in 
lower back
 2. Building toy
 3. Pointed end of a pen

 4. Insect repellent
 5. College army
 6. Highly spiced stew
 7. Exploited
 8. Main course
 9. A bottle that contains 
a drug
10. The most worthless 
part
11. Everyone needs one 
nowadays
12. Japanese wooden 
shoe
14. Antelopes
15. A way to cut
18. Brooklyn hoopsters
20. Gradually receded
24. Ripped open
26. College grads get one
28. Amino acid

30. Unruly gathering
32. Legislative body
34. Resembling pigs
35. Russian assembly
37. Take over for
38. Put in advance
40. Satisfy
42. Felt
43. Mild yellow Dutch 
cheese
45. Witnesses
47. Some build hills
49. de Armas and 
Gasteyer are two
50. Ancient people of 
Scotland
51. Cheerless
55. Unwell

C RO S S WO R D

S U D O K U

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

WEEK 9 WEEK 9 
FOOTBALL FOOTBALL 
PREVIEWPREVIEW

Sharks, Panthers 
focus on week 

9 business with 
showdown up next

By Anthony Richards

Nease and Ponte Vedra will play 
each other for a spot in the playoffs 
Oct. 30, but first there’s week 9 to 
worry about.

At least when it comes to the 
Sharks, as they host Orange Park this 
Friday, while the Panthers have a bye 
week before the massive showdown 
between the two.

It has been two weeks since the 
Sharks played in front of their home 
fans, so it will be a welcome sight, 
especially after making the lengthy 
trip to Ocala last week for what 
ended up being a close 26-21 defeat 
to Ocala Trinity Catholic.

The Sharks have been riding crazy 
emotion of late with their last-second 
victory against Bishop Kenny sand-
wiched between close losses.

However, although they may not 
have all resulted in wins, the Sharks 
continue to show something from 
week-to-week and the belief that they 
can win is consistent no matter who 
the opponent is.

That is something that is a posi-
tive and should fare the Sharks well 
against the Raiders, who are 2-5 and 
lost 27-12 to the Panthers earlier in 
the season.

William “Jojo” Restall is the key 
cog of the Raiders offense with a 
team high five touchdowns on the 
season and a hefty average of 132 
yards per game on the ground.

As he goes so does the Raiders’ 
offense, which means if the Sharks 
can slow him down they will have a 
good chance of limiting the Raiders’ 
production and allow the offense to 
do its part.

Grabbing an early lead and main-
taining it would force the Raiders to 
more of a passing attack, which is not 
how their offense is built to move the 
ball.

The result could mean added op-
portunities for takeaways, which the 
Sharks have shown a knack for forc-
ing defensively all season long.

The Sharks have proven to have 
success in the second half of late, but 
they could set the tone for the entire 
game with a scoring drive in one of 
its first couple of possessions.

For the Panthers, taking the bye 
week the week before playing the 
Sharks gives them extra time to 
prepare before their most important 
game of the season.

Neither the Panthers nor Sharks 
will either have a shot at the district 
title after having both lost to Flagler 
Palm Coast this season.

However, the runner-up spot in 
the three-team district will be up 
for grabs and the Panthers will have 
two full weeks to think about it and 
gameplan.

Only time will tell if the week off 
will be an advantage for the Panthers, 
but for now they have already turned 
the page from their 42-28 defeat to 
Flagler Palm Coast last week.

Defense will continue to be a 
talking point for the Panthers, who 
gave up 40-plus points for the third 
consecutive week.

The Sharks have looked like a 
different team since their bye week 
earlier in the season, and now the 
Panthers look to hit a reset button of 
their own.

Photo by Anthony Richards
The Sharks defense has been good 
against the run all season and will look to 
continue that against Orange Park Friday.
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Three ways to visit us online...

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

CANADIAN PHARMACY. We can
BEAT your CO-PAY! Save up to
80%. Prescription Required. Call
Today 1-877-755-8412

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***

The Coves, TPC - 6515 Burnham
Circle - January 18th & 19th
9am-3pm. House and garage loaded
with like new furniture and something
for everyone. Check estatesales.net
for pictures & descriptions.

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free Diagnosis
by Geeks On Site! Virus Removal,Data
Recovery! 24/7 Emergency Serv-
ice,In-home repair On line

solutions$20OFF. 1-855-993-4172

Computers
& Equipment

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply 1-800-496-2603

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You
And Your Family May Be Entitled To
Significant Cash Award. No Risk. No
Money Out of Pocket. For Information
Call 855-488-8843

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare Supple-
mental Plan can help cover costs that
Medicare does not. Get a free quote
today by calling now. "Hours: 24/7.
1-800-866-3027

Health Service/
Medical

Hughes Net Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Limited

Time, Call 1-855-485-4101

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA
L icensed.  F ree  Brochure .
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan

.com

Satellite Sales
& Service

Do you use a CPAP machine for sleep
apnea? Get your FDA approved CPAP
machine and supplies at little or no
cost!Free sleep supplement and sleep

guide included! Call 844-359-1121

Diagnosed with LUNG CANCER in
the past 2 years? Were you an
INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN? You and your family
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 877-638-5582

for your risk free consultation.

Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Personal Loans. Be
Debt Free in 24-48 Months. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! Know
Your Options. Get a FREE debt

relief quote: Call 1-866-465-4307

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low

As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink

Today 1-877-929-1176

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Struggling with
DRUGS or ALCOHOL?
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call The Addiction Hope
& Help Line for a free assessment.
1-866-786-9980

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1500 off, including a
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation: Call us at
1-855-501-2042

Home
Improvements

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 877-442-6921

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions

apply. Call 1-855-895-7245

Behind on your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner Protection
Services now! New laws are in
effect that may help. Call Now
1-844-720-2118

Financial
Service

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art features & no
audiologist needed. Try it RISK

FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-855-504-5893

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?You
and Your Family May Be Entitled to
Significant Cash Award. Call
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.

Get Your Medical Marijuana Card.
Call today to qualify. ST. Augustine
9 0 4 - 2 9 9 - 5 3 0 0 .  G a i n e s v i l l e
352-306-0220.Orlando 407-755-1022,
321-247-7667 Tampa 813-756-0091

FT. Myers 239-236-5311.

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
855-404-2263 or http://www.dental
50plus.com/cpf Ad# 6118

DIREC TV CHOICE All-Included
Package. Over 185 Channels! ONLY
$45/month (for 24 mos.) Call Now
-Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL
1-877-808-9508 Ask Us How To
Bundle & Save!

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Satellite Sales
& Service

Health Service/
MedicalBUSINESSBUSINESS

SERVICESSERVICES
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Get The Ponte vedraGet  The  Ponte vedra 
recorder delivered torecorder delivered to 

your doorstep.your doorstep.

START YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
CALL 904.686.3936

YOUR SOURCE FOR A

QUICK SALE!
1102 A1A N., Unit 108

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
904.285.8831
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Auctions

Online Auction Only
All About Docks Marine  

Construction, LLC
Assets located in: Green Cove 
Springs, FL 32046
Auction ends: Tues, October 25, 
2022 at 10:00 A.M.
Auction will consist of: 2005 Cus-
tom 20′ X 20′ Steel Barge, 2019 Sea 
Ark 24′ Aluminum Work/Push Boat, 
2020 and 2018 Ford F-250 Super 
Duty Work Trucks, 2010 Ford F-350 
Flatbed Truck, 2001 Anderson 16′ 
Dump Trailer, Generators, Pumps, 
Chainsaws, Pressure Washer, Hand 
Tools, Air Compressors, Lifting 
Straps and much more.
Registration, catalog, photos and 
terms available at www.moecker-
auctions.com
Preview: 10/24 by appointment. 
Call for details (954) 252-2887 | 
(800) 840-BIDS 
(No onsite attendance)
AB-1098  AU-3219, Eric Rubin

Business 
Services

Small Business Owners! Don’t miss 
out. Get $1,000’s from a government 
assistance program. Not a loan. 
More info? www.AidForSmallBusi-
ness.com

Education

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-738-9684. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with inter-
net is required.

Miscellaneous

Switch and save up to $250/yr on 
talk, text & data. No contract or hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk & text with 
flexible data plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. Limited time  get 
$50 off any new account. Use code 
GIFT50. 1-855-903-3048

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our free 
shower package & $1600 off - limit-
ed time! Financing available. 1-855-
417-1306

Vivint. Smart security. Profession-
ally installed. One connected system 
for total peace of mind. Free profes-
sional installation! Four free months 
of monitoring! Call  to customize 
your system. 1-833-841-0737

The Generac PWRcell solar plus 
battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your 
home. Full installation services. $0 
down financing option. Request free 
no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Miscellaneous

Protect your home from pests 
safely and affordably. Pest, rodent, 
termite and mosquito control. Call 
for a quote or inspection today 844-
394-9278

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, etc. 
1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-
433-8277

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 855-761-1725

Paying top cash for men’s sport-
watches! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 833-603-3236

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Miscellaneous

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle 
TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/
unmatched clarity. TV Ears Origi-
nal - originally $129.95 - now w/this 
special offer  only $59.95 w/code 
MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/
mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo 
& svc restrictions apply. 1-855-364-
3948

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-610-1936

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call be-
fore the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176

Services

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Start-
ing at $74.99/month! Free Installa-
tion! 160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports & En-
tertainment on TV!  844-614-2532

Health, Beauty & 
Fitness Aids

Attention oxygen therapy us-
ers! Inogen One G4 is capable of 
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Es-
pañol

Medical 
Supplies

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS!  Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 
866-925-2362.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS!  A cheaper alternative to 
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Financial 
Service

Foreclosure and Eviction As-
sistance A+Rated, HUD-Approved 
(Lic.83706) NonProfit offering Assis-
tance for Eviction and Foreclosure 
Avoidance. Free & Confidential Call:  
561-472-8000 Debthelper.com

Home 
Improvements

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Cov-
ers 350 procedures. Real insur-
ance - not a discount plan. Get your 
free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 888-460-2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in 
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910.  Ask about our 
specials!

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on 
SALE!  Be one of the first 50 callers 
and save $1,500!  CALL 888-687-
0415 for a free in-home consultation.

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured 
in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# 
HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 
License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Regis-
tration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 
2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

1-855-595-2102
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Worship service held in an open-air building 
A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature. 

Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.
SSuunnddaayyss  aatt  99::4455  aa..mm..

The Little Church With a Big Heart
Lord of Life Lutheran Church

Join us for worship Sundays at 
9:45 a.m. in this former stable!

276 N. Roscoe Blvd.,
Ponte Vedra Beach.
LordOfLifePVB.org

Our famous Pumpkin Patch is 
here! Every day Oct. 9 - 31.

Newspaper 
Carriers

If interested, please 904-300-5374
or email Joe Wilhelm

 joe@osteenmediagroup.com

Dealer & Carrier 
Routes Available 

To be considered:
• Must be committed to providing excellent customer service. 
• 18 years of age or older 
• Valid driver’s license 
• Current automobile insurance 
• Reliable transportation 
• Attention to detail and customer service driven. 
• Willing to work Thursdays.

The Recorder is currently hiring reliable and dedicated 
Independent Contractors to distribute newspapers 
throughout Ponte Vedra & Nocatee one day a week 
(Thursdays.) 
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Primary Care Prime Location

Total Care Right in Your Neighborhood.  
That’s the Power of +.

Learn more or schedule your appointment today at FlaglerHealth.org/Nocatee or call 904.819.3233

When it comes to caring for your entire family, trust our family – the Primary 
Care doctors of Flagler Health+ Village at Nocatee. Conveniently located, 
we offer telemedicine visits, same day or next day appointments and even 
onsite lab and imaging services. It’s complete care that treats the whole 
family from birth all the way through geriatrics.

Andrew Hogan, MD 
Family Medicine 

birth through geriatrics




